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Reverend Sir, 


I AM certain that we are much better 


employed in conſidering the duration of 
our Lord's public miniſtry, and the ſeve- 


ral circumſtances of his life from which 


it may be.probably argued, than many 
critics of the firſt rank, who have mi- 
nutely and laboriouſly attended to no- 
tations of time and place in the lives of 
A 2 eminent 
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eminent Greeks and Romans. This is 
my apology to the Public for thus reply- 
ing to the letter which you have lately 
addreſſed to me; and in which you give 
additional ſupport to the opinion ad 
vanced in your Harmony, that ourLor 
miniſtry did not extend itſelf much fur- 5 
ther than one complete year. My ſi- 
lence would have required an apology 
to you, as you wiſh me to “ enter into * 
an amicable diſcuſſion of the queſtion" 
between us, and do me the honour to 
ſay that you ſhould be “ particularly + © 
glad to. know in what light the moſt 
conſiderable of your nn, appear 
to my mind.“ 


You | 

mn © 0 | 5 
* Dr. Prieſtly's letter, p. x. 1 

I Ib. p. xvili. - 
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Vou will permit me to ſtate in what 


manner I deduce the length of our Lord's 
miniſtry; and to make obſervations on 
your arguments, as they affect diſtincdt 
portions of this N or the whole of 


it. 


1 ſuppoſe that John the Baptiſt was 


born about ſix months before Jeſus ; be- 


cauſe in the * ſixth month after the con- 


ception of Elizabeth the angel Gabriel 
hailed Mary as the future mother of 


m_ 


— Compare Luke i. 24, 26, 36: where v. 26 


naturally refers to v. 24; and it ſeems harſh to 
underſtand it of the fixth month of the year, 
though ſometimes the Jews did thus denominate- 
their months. Ezra, iii, 8. Notes on my harmony, 
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And though the diſtance of time be- 
tween the beginning of John's miniſtry 
and the baptiſm of Jeſus cannot be 
ſettled on ſure grounds, yet I eſteem it 
_ probable that John began to preach when 


he attained' his * thirtieth year; that is, 
about + ſox months before 1. s bap- 


tiſm. 


But "Or aye that Jeſus was born 
between the middle of Auguſt and the 


middle of November, in the year after 


the 


* See Numb. iv. 3» 47. : 


I See Luke i. 26, 36. ili, 23. Trenzus thus 


ſpeaks of Chriſt : Triginta quidem annorum ex- 


Iſtens cum veniret ad baptiſmum, deinde magiſtri 
_ #tatem perfectam habens, venit Hieroſalem, ita 


ut ab omnibus juſte audiretur magiſter, L. ii. 
0. 39. ed. Grabe. Notes on my hirmony, p. 5. 
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the building of Rome, 748, or 149: ® 


I therefore aſſume that his birth was on 


the firſt of October, the middle day be- 


tween the extremes mentioned by that 
diligent. and judicious writer; and I try 
whether this ſuppoſition correſponds with 
the goſpel hiſtory.. 


| Now if Jeſus began to be thirty years 
of age when he entered on his miniſtry, 


it will follow from my hypotheſis that 
he was baptiſed in a ſerene and tempe- 


rate part of the year, ſuited to the exer- 
ciſe of John's office as Baptiſt. And 
Lardner's words are, 1 Near the end 


of the ſummer ſeaſon, harveſt and vin- 


| Ac:'3: 3 tage 


Credibility, &c. i. 796, 9. 3d Ed. 
+ See Macknight's harmony, 1. 149. ad Ed. 
r Cred. part ii. vol. iii. p. 140. | 


E 


tage being over, or near over, which was 
a time of general leiſure, John began to 


preach and baptiſe.” From ſuch proba- 


bilities and preſumptions © I call them 


by no other name” I collect that Jeſus 


entered on His miniſtry about fix months 


before that paſſover which is recorded 
* 13. &c. * 
* 

1 next ade the part of our Lord's 


miniſtry comprehended between the 


paſſover juſt referred to, and that feaſt 


ef the Jews which St. John mentions 


c. v. 1. 5 


During this period there occurs a paſ- 

fage £3 John Þ about which expoſi- 
tors 
* See the notes on my harmony, b. 3, 8 


+ C. iv. 35. 
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time in Judea; but, if he interprets. 


| happened near the ſeaſon of the paſſo- 
ver, muſt then be diſtant four months. 


„ mn 
tors differ : Say ye not, There are yet four 
months, and then cometh. harveſt ? ſome con- 


ſidering this as a proverbial. expreſſion. 
with which the ſower, and others who 


laboured, encouraged themſelves ;. and 
ſome een our Lord to aſſert that 


harveſt was then actually at. the diſtance- 


of four * c 
Here ſay 9 that, if the reader thinks: 

the words proverbial, we can only argue 

from John in. 22. that Jeſus paſſed ſome 


them literally, it follows that Jeſus con- 
tinued in-Judea about eight months after 
the firſt paſſover; as barley harveſt, which 


_ However, 1 ſhew that I incline to the 
N _- ane 


Notes on wy harmony, p. 10, 11. 
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following annotation of Beauſobre and 


Lenfant: © A proverb which the Jews 
uſed after having ſown their lands, as 


if to comfort themſelves for their labours 


in the hope of a ready harveſt. It may 
be remarked alſo that, when Jeſus Chriſt 


ſaid this, there were four months to the 


paſſover, which was the time of barley 
harveſt.” I add, There will be much 


beauty in the alluſion, if it was then the 
ſeed-time of barley, or of the earlieſt 


wheat. Borrowing images from preſent 
objects is our Lord's known manner. 


It is matter of nicety to determine 
where the feaſt, recorded John v. 7, 
| ſhould be introduced in a harmony of the 


goſpels. I have given the following rea- 


ſons for placing it after the call of Levi. 


St. 


| 
N 


on, though a very natural one: as, * im- 
mediately after the entertainment in Mat- 


| Matthew's call, Jeſus raiſed Jairus's daugh- - 


that, by what we tranſlate f the ſecond ſab- 


= 


Cod 


7 nt : hs = 
St. Mark and St. Luke are much more” 


regular in their arrangement of events, 


than St. Matthew is in the former part of 
his goſpel. . But theſe two evangeliſts in 
effect place together the call of Matthew _ 


to a ſtated attendance on Jeſus, and the 
plucking of ears of corn on the ſabbath. 


For Levi's feaſt, and the diſcourſe con- 
ſequent upon it, related Mark ii. 15 — 22, 
Luke v. 29-38, appear to be a digreſſi- 
thew's houſe, though ſome time after 
ter | 

But I think with many commentators | 


bath 


* Match. iz] 18. 
| +-Luke vi. f. 


„ 
| bath after the firſt, St. Luke means the 
tft ſabbath after the /econd day of the 
paſchal feaſt; in other words, the firſt of 


the intermediate ſabbaths between that 
day and pentecoft : .and all the probable 


Interpretations of this difficult phraſe 


ſuppoſe that a paſſover had intervened 
a few days, or a few weeks, before. Be- 
| Tides, it muſt be well obſerved that it 
was unlawful for the Jes to reap or to 


taſte new corn, before an oblation of it 


had been made about the time of the 
paſſover *. 


It ſeems therefore that the act of pluck- 


vs and cating ears of corn f naturally 


follows 


* Lev. , 14. 16. Deut. Xvi. on See 


notes on iny harmony, p. 15, 16. 


4 Match. xii. 1. Mark i It, OE Lake vi. i. 
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follows the feaſt nt John WU DDR 
vrhich, it is univerſally agreed, was either 


the paſchal feaſt or that of pentecoſt. 


I alfo aſſign a reaſon for not placing 
the fifth chapter of St. John's goſpel later 
in the evangelical hiſtory : becauſe I think 
that it muſt precede the raiſing of Jairus's 
daughter and the widow of Nain's ſon. 
For v. 27, 25 of this chapter contain a 
prediction that Jeſus would ſhortly raiſe 
ſome from the dead; and thus imply 


that he had not yet performed a miracle 
of this Kind. 


Now the point to be accurately conſi- 
dered by thoſe who would form a preciſe 
idea about the length of Jeſus's miniſtry, 


is the following: whether the feaſt, re- 


ferred to * 2 OA in the 
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E I 
ſame year with the paſſover recorded in 
the ſecond chapter of this goſpel. 


Mr. Mann and you aſſert it tog 
the immediately * ſubſequent feaſt of 
pentecoſt; after which the feaſts of ta- 
beinacles and dedication + followed in 
the ſame year : and then ſucceeded a. 


ſecond paſſover at which Jeſus was cru- 


cified. And becauſe the word paſſover, T 
John vi. 4, breaks in upon this arrange- 
ment, you aſſign reaſons why it ſhould 


'be expunged : : but, as you retain the. 


word feaſt in this verſe, you tranſpoſe 
the fifth and ſixth chapters of St. John, 


| that c. VI. 4 may precede c. v. 1 and 


coincide 
| * Dr. Clagett in loc. agrees thus far. — 
4 Jchn vi. 2. 
+ John x. 22. 
3 . : 


is | 


coincide. with it; both paſſages, accord- 
ing to your ſyſfem, referring to the 
ſame fealt of pentecoſt. Thus, you 
fay, the Jewiſh feaſts in the compaſs of 
the year tenfioned in their regular 
ſucceſſion by St. John; and he relates 
Jeſus's attendance on each of them. 


But this hypotheſis ſets out wrong, if 
it appears improbable that all the events 
of Jeſus's life between John ii. 13, &c. 
and John v. 1 were included within the 
ſpace of fifty days; the well known 
interval between the paſſover and the 
feaſt of pentecoſt. It was therefore in- 
cumbent on me as a harmoniſt to con- 
fider this point with attention: and 
your letter leads me to reconſider it 
with equal or greater attention. Per- 
haps ſome new topics may ſuggeſt 
_ themſelves. 
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„ I have * com pared 
ſtudying the ſeriptures to repeating phi- 
| lofophical experiments. Something un- 

expectedly ariſes to the critic, or phi- 
loſopher, which Wan and decides 
him. | 2 5 ; 

Delifcn, however, is not often to be 
expected in ſuch matters as we now diſ- 
cuſs. Many of the queſtions between 


us about the time which Jeſus paſſed 


in particular places, from the nature of 
them do not admit of a preciſe ſolu- 
tion. The probabilities aſſignable on 
both ſides will leave a great latitude of 
opinion; and the concluſions will be 
matter of plauſible conjecture rather 
than the reſult of reaſoning, 
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For the ſake' of argument, 1 aſſert & 
the continuance of Jeſus at Jeruſalem 
during the eight days of the paſſover 


mentioned John ii. 13. It is proper to 


examine this point, becauſe, if Jeſus left 
Jeruſalem before . the expiration of the- 
feaſt, the time for the ſucceeding tranſ- 
actions before John v. i. would be pro- 
portionably enlarged. My reaſons for 
this aſſertion are, becauſe our Lord 


wrought miracles 1 during the feaſt; 
5 becauſe 


Notes on my harmony, p. 16. 


4 John! „ 1 3 that theſe 


were miracles of that moſt benevolent and conci- 


-liating kind which conſiſted in removing human 


ſickneſſes and infirmities, I am unwilling to allow 


that probably they fell far ſhort of the N 


tude of thoſe wrought afterwards in Galilee: 
letter p. iii: excepting only that Jeſus did not 


raiſe 


n 


3 
. : 
BY 
. 
9 
"7 4 7 
: 4 
2 
4 
4 
ber 
#2 4 
A 
1 
any 
785 
5.79 
N 
ry 
»& 
K 
1 5 
3 
" 
> 
Us 
. 
5 
* 
.* 
Lone 7 
=. 
1 5 & 
Mi 
1; 4 
i}! 
„ 3 
DMs 
2. 
15 
x 0 
18 
L827 
f : 
A 
% N | 
” 
Fo. : 
TU ' 
* 
1 
= 
8 
Us ; 
% : 
$ ' 
a ; 
4 ; 
PRE, £ 
© 1 
£ 
* 
: b 
Is } 
Fo. 1 
3 a 
* ; 
i : 
13 
. 
2 ” 
= 
1 
Dy” 
. = 
4 
4 
15 


kh 
* * 
p. 
* 
7 
Y 
8 * 
2 
1 
+ 
* 
8 
4 
Be 
4 
10 
3 
* 
„ 
Fa 
4 
$7 
* 
+. 
AN 
* 
FT 
* 
my” 
4 
7 
\ 
ab 
as 
* 
2&5 
10 
15 8 
3 
* 
' 
OT 
* 
3 
LY? 5 
N: 
75 2 
8 
i 
44 
1 ' 
vg 
ol 
4 
by 
"4 
4 
44; 
Ay 7 
. 
i149 
x 
Ls * 
1 
5 


1 . 


pecauſe he did not then truſt hinſelr to 


the many who believed in him; and 


' becauſe at that time a Jewith ruler viſit- 
ed him by night, and referred to his mi- 
racles as ſufficient to prove him a teacher | 


fent from God. 


* 


I Gow that Jeſt us 121 work miracles, 
make diſciples, and cleanſe the temple, 


before the feaſt began; becauſe St. John 


: ſays, ® * And the Jews paſſover was KT 
I Tefus went up to Jeruſalem: 
1 e 


HAND; 


raiſe the dead at this paſſover.. One of Und 
ner's remarks is unfavourable to the hypotheſis 


of a gradation in our Lord's miracles. He firſt 


feeds five thouſand with five loaves and two fiſhes, | 
Matth. c. xiv : and afterwards four thouſand with 


ſeven loaves and a few ſmall fiſhes, Ib. c. XV, An- 
wer to Moolſton. 7 


Ez 15 Y 
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E 
but ſtill I contend for the probability 


that Jeſus paſſed the whole of _ feſti- 
val at FER 


— the fits mentioned! by St. 
John, other preſumptive arguments for 
this opinion may be brought. | 


| Grotivs and others obſerve on the 
words, when * they had fulfilled the days, 
that the legal days of the feaſt are meant. 


It ſeems therefore to have been uſual 


among devout Jews to remain at Jeru- 
ſalem during the whole of the feaſt. It 
is true that Jeſus did not attend the 
feaſt of tabernacles till the t midſt of 

. | *W 
Lake ii. 43. 


+ John vii. 14. 3 
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203 
it. But” this was after the Jeus had 
ſought his- life. £ 


Another Probable i argument for the 


continuance | of Jeſus at Jeruſalem all 


the time of the paſſover is this; that it 
ſeems ſuitable to his wiſdom and good- 


neſs as a heavenly meſſenger. © Accord- 
ing to the ſeries of events which I have 
endeavoured to eftabhkſh, and from 
which I till preſume that T may juſtly 
argue, at this feaſt our Lord gave a plain 
intimation of his meſſiahſhip by calling 
the pte his Father's + houſe. 


The « bolder” 1 his 2c 0n of purgi ng 
the temple was, the greater is the praiſe 


of his f itude. But! much doubt whe- 


* John 16, 18. 
+ Joka il. 16. 


„ 
ther it was © the moſt » provoking of 
any thing that he ever did, reſpecting 
the Jewiſh rulers.” It was interpreted 
by them as an aſſertion that he was a 

| Prophet. Then anſwered the Jews and 

aid unto him, What T fign ſbeweſt thou 
unto us, ſeeing that thou doeft theſe things? 

Jeſus had not yet contradicted their 
prejudices relating to the Meſſiah : and 

the queſtion ſeems to be put without 

aſperity. They might be affected by - 
this part of Jeſus's conduct, not only 

becauſe he thus aſſumed a prophetic 

Character, but becauſe he might poſſibly 
obſtruct the gain which aroſe to them 
from letting out the courts of the temple 

to prophane uſes, and might be under- 


+ Dr. P's letter, p. xi. 


John ii. 18. 
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ſtood as indirectly reproving their ava- 
rice and impiety. But what appeared 
on the face of the action was highly 


laudable; an extraordinary zeal for God 
| and his temple. 


It is ot that, during the laſt week 


of our Lord's life *, when the ſcribes and 


different. - For at this time the Jews had 


| long ſought Jeſus's + life: and they had 
even convened a 4 council in which it 
OK > : was 


" Mark Xl. 18. Luke XX, 47: n 


fy MN v. 16, 18. vii. 1, 1% 2355 2 vil. 59. 
x. 31, 39. Wo 


1 John Xl. 47, 53. 


chief priefls heard that he had cleanſed 
the temple, they ſought how they might 
deſtroy um. But, according to my ſtate 
of facts, circumſtances were then widely 


OY 


F- 


was formally determined to: put him to 


death. We cannot wonder then if, in 


ſuch a ſituationę the Jewiſh governours 
ſhould ſeek to deſtroy Jeſus for undaunt- 
edly continuing to aſſert his high office 
in the moſt public manner by actions 


and by words; for cleanſing the temple, 


and daily teaching in it, at the paſſover, 
in the face of the whole Jewiſh nation, 


When it muſt have been generally known 
that all were to be put * out of the ſyna- 
gague who believed in him, and that 


thoſe in power had devoted him to. de- 


ſtruction +. And, as it is an important 
point in the hiſtory of our Lord, I wiſh 

that thoſe who maintain only one cleanſ- 
ing of the temple would direct their atten- 
or to a circumſtance which I have omit- 
* Johnx, 22. 


I John vii. 25. 
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ted in the notes on my harmony, where 


I treat this ſubject at large: I mean, the 
different conduct of the Jews when 


they aſked. Jeſus, Nhat fn ſbeweſt 


* 


thou, ſeeing that thou doeft theſe tungs? 
and when for the ſame action they ſought 


ments of the Jewiſh rulers ſeem more fa- 


than at- the laſt. Rabbi, ſays Nicodemus 
himſelf a ruler, WE Know that 'thou art 


a teacher come from God: for no man can 
do theſe miracles that thou doeft, except God 


be with him. t. 


* John ii. 18. 
Mark xi. 18. 
| 4 John ili. - Tp . 8 4 : 


* 


how they might + deſtroy him. The ſenti- 


 vourable to Jeſus at the firſt, paſſover 


þ i ay then that Jeſus, having intimated 
his * at the firſt paſſover, and 
: 1 * 


= | 
; 7 


"Fel 


having wrought ſuch miracles as cauſed 
many to believe in him, and as extorted 


ſo full a teſtimony from a Jewiſh ruler, 

probably ſhewed himſelf to the people 
during the whole time of the feaſt. We 
read that, when * he came into Galilee, the 


Galileans received him, having ſeen all the 
things that he did in Jeruſalem at the feaſt. 
It is natural to think that, at his firſt ap- 
Pearance to the Jewiſh nation as a pro- 


Phet, our Lord ſubjected his doctrine and 


miracles to enquiry and examination, 
that he furniſhed ample means of con- 


viction to the well difpoſed, that he was 


acceſſible to the Jews in public and in . 
private, and graciouſly ſtrove to f ubdue 
= their 23 pa | 


B 8 : But 


hu Ichn i: 45. 8 3 1 


7 
"## 
be 
n 
i 


94 


. 
* 


*. . n nr 
b 
hen eo * K TIE To 


, a _ — IE > EE N. 
ii ß .  -co fo - 3 OR Ip. FS * * 


1 —— . , ͤ-̃— A e 
3 * 
* ” w 


jor | 


ü as 3: 
But you ſay, at Admitting that Jeſus | 


N the temple, it could not be the 


buſineſs of. more than an hour or two; 


and both that tranſaction, and the mira- 


cles he is ſaid to have wrought there at 


that time, which are only mentioned in 


general, and not ſpecified, might, for 
any, thing that we know' to the contrary, 


have been; diſpatched even in one day; 
and Nicodemus eee viſit him in the 


evening of the day following, or even 


ol the ſame day”.* And in your calen- 


dar you repreſent Jeſus not only as 


leaving Jeruſalem, but Judea, within ſix 


days incluſively from the beginning of 
the paſſover f. I cannot doubt whether 
this distribution of events is ph ically 

; 5 * PS ble ; 
* Letter bx. -- 


4 Harmony, p. 140. 
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poſſible; but many, I believe, will . 


doubt ed 1615 ee ben 


17e : V + : 7 


& 4 72 — 


The next 3 We us is, 


E what may hay reaſonably concluded from 
St. John's“ narrative as to the conti- 


nuance of Jeſus i in Judea, when he de- 


parted thither from Jeruſalem after cele⸗ 


e the ans; | 


The evangeliſt baths his 0 in 
this. manner After theſe things, meaning 
the tranſactions at the firſt paſſover, came 
 Teſus and. his diſciples into the land 0 
Judea; and there he ku + with uk 


and vaphiſe cd, The Ford Nurpige, as you : 
ä juſtly 


=® John in. 411 2 


E.. 


+ There is no reſtriction of nat many Ape, 28 


John 11 12. 
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[ 28 } 
vu obſerve e, may © he reſtrained 


to a fingle day, or even a few hours.” 
A friend viſited Socrates very early, and 


propoſed going to Protagoras. VU pon 


which Socrates replied, * Not yet, but 
let us wait, Narbe, till it is light.” 


But the word may alſo be uſed of a long 
time: ours xp, may be underſtood after 


it, as well as BRN gi OT X/£9100- ri, 5 Let 


it be determined from the tenor of the 


hiſtory what is it's probable import in 


| the pate which we are now. examin- 


Jeſus went from Jeruſalem, not to 
Galilee, in or very near which diſtrict 
his mother and diſciples dwelt, but into 
Letter, p. xi. 


No Plato's Protagoras, Ed. Serr, 1. 310. 


19 ] 
me country of Judea. Here he employ- 
ed his diſciples in baptiſing; and attract - 
ed the notice of John's diſciples, who 
raiſed a queſtion about this rite of puri- 
fying, whether it ſhould be performed 
by Jeſus or by Jotin only: Theſe con- 
-fulted John, and obſerved to him that all 
men came to Jeſus's baptiſm. And 
Jeſus remained in this part of the coun- 
try till he heard * that John was caſt 
into priſon, and till the Phariſees + knew - 


that he made and baptiſed more diſciples 
than John. 5 


Now if Jeſus choſe this particular 0 cene 
of action that the inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem and Judea, rulers as well as people, 
might acquaint themſelves with his cha- 
Bg : - ͤ—ö¼ 
Matth. iv. 12. | 


+ John ir. 1. 
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racter and pretenſions; if, after having 
exerciſed his prophetic office at the paſſ- 
over, he took the further ſtep of making 
and baptifing converts; a ſuitableneſs to 
our ideas of wiſdom and benevolence 
ſeems diſcernible in ſuch a conduct. A 
ſpace even of eight months thus employ- 
ed was by no means a chaſm in our 
Lord's life. It may be called the gra- 
dual day ſpring and ſun riſe of the goſ- 
pel, the ſudden and full light of which 
| would have dazzled and overpowered. 
Nor could any circumſtance ſerve better 
to eſtabliſh our Lord's character at this 
_ early period of his miniſtry, than placing 
himſelf in the neighbourhood: of John , 
whoſe repeated teſtimony he would thus 
6 a 


c 


2 
8 


| Ti 


We 


. 
„Zut I have interpreted John iv. 1 
too much in favour of my on ſyſtem, 
_ when] ſay that Jeſus made more diſciples 
f during this interval than John had ever 
made.” I ü am not ſingular in this in- 
terpretation. Supple, ſays Lucas Bru- 
genſis, © unquam fecerat et baptizave- 
rat.“ And that in greater numbers 
than John the Baptiſt bad done;“ ſays 
Dr. Clarke. Than John the Baptiſt 
himſelf had done; ſays Dr. Doddridge. 
You prefer ſupplying, than John * did 
at that particular time: which is a good 
interpretation, and in which many in- 
telligent readers will be likely to ac- 
quielce. 
Fut, before I proceed, permit me to 
, examine the curious queſtion ſtarted by 


Letter, p. xi. 
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im} 
you, whether Jeſus or John made more 
diſciples. . 


It is ſaid of John, tine « many; of 
the Phariſees and Sadducees came to his 


baptiſm; that + Jeruſalem nal 
and all the region round about Jordan 


went out to him, and were baptiſed of 
him in Jordan; that the T publicans, 
multitudes, and all the people were bap- 
tiſed of him; and that he 5 preached the 
baptiſm of repentance to all the people 
of Iſrael: however, that the generality of 


the Phariſees J and teachers of the law 


made 
* Match. IL 7. 


4 Ib. v. 5, 6. 8 

4 Luke ill. 7, 21. vii. 29. 
J Ads xiii. 24. 1 
I Luke vii. 30. 


8 {5 
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made vdid the cbunſel of God towards 
them, not having been baptiſed of him. 
But John * preached and baptiſed in the 
wilderneſs of Judea; and came into all the 
region round ahout Jordan. He baptiſed 
in Jordan; and we often find him on the 
banks of that river. It is not ſaid where 
he had his interviews with Herod, menti- 
oned Mark vi. 18, 20; but they may have 
happened at Tiberias in the neighbour- 
hood of Salem, while Herod occaſionally 
viſited Galilee during the early part of 
John” s miniſtry, or before Jeſus's fame 
was ſpread abroad. I mention theſe cir- 
cumſtances to ſhew that John s preach- 
ing was confined as to place. All men 1 
| mg 


2M Matth. Ll. 1. Mark i 4. Lake} 3 
T Matth. iii. 6. Mark 1. 5. * i. 28. ii. 23. 
I Math. xxi, 26, | 


Lal b 


deb held him to be a. prophet; but 
he wroyght no miracle, and he was 
not endued with that power probably | 
for this: reaſon, that Jeſus's ' miracles 
might aſtoniſh by their te as m_ & 

as by their * „ 


"PS us now aber WI it the facred. 
hiſtory ſays of our Lord's. onverts. 


At che firſt paſſover many + believed 
in his name, when they ſaw the miracles 


Which he did. When he baptiſed in. 

Judea, þ all men came unto him. At- 

ef many : of the Samaritans believed 

en 

* Toba x. 41. | 
mY John i li. 23. 
John il. 26. 


9 John iv. 39, 41. 
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on him. St. 1 mentions a multi- 
tude of his diſciples. As he journied to 
Nain, many t of his diſciples went with 


him. It is elſewhere recorded that he 


had many - diſciples, and that many 
fell off from him: that at the feaſt of 


tabernacles many & of the people be 
heved in him on account of his miracles, 
and many others on account of his words. 


The evangeliſt makes the ſame obſerva- | 
tion when Jeſus was at || Bethabara; 
and when he raiſed Lazarus from the 


| . _ 17˙ 55 ; OI: 
FF a 1 
1 Joh vi. 60, 66. : SLA 
* John vii. 31, 49. viii. 30. 
| C. x. 42. : 
' TC. xi. 45, 48. z 11. 


E 


diſciples praiſed God. 


but think that numbers of theſe who 


were benefited by his miraculous power 
profeſſed their faith in him. 1 The 


| preaching and miracles of the Twelve 


and of the Seventy muſt alſo have had 


a great effect: and Jeſus's own life was 
| ative, and his miniſtry extenſive. Every 


one baptiſed by John was prepared for 


_ - our Lord's baptiſm. For t Jom baptiſed | 
_ with the baptiſm-of repentance, ſaying unto 
the people, That they ſhould believe on him 


who ſhould come after tim, that is, on 


_ Feſus Oui. And this ſeems to be the 


rue 
0 Luke xix. 37. 


0 


4 See John iv. $3" | Luke nil 2; - 
1 Ags ix. dd 
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| enn 


the baptiſm of repentance for 4 the re- 


tn1 


— 
by this initiatory rite. - Indeed I * — 
it as a queſtion, whether v 


micht not be baptiſed by John — 


miſſion of fins > not excluding thoſo 
whoſe character at the time he ſeverety 


3 cenſured : t he baptiſed not into his own 
name, but recommended a belief in 
him whoſe harbinger he declared him- 


ſelf to be. Nor is it neceſſary to call 


\ thoſe his diſciples who held him to be 
a prophet. I doubt whether the term, 


36 — may not be 


= 


» John iv. 22. 23- 
7 Luke iii. 3. | 

+ Marth. iii. 7. | 9 
5 John i. 35. iii. 25. Matth. ix. 14. and the 


parallel 3 Luke vii. 18, 19, and che p. p. 
Luke x1. 


1 6 1 
reſtrained to thoſe who dedicated much 
of their time to his inſtructions, and con- 
formed themſelves to his rules of life. 
And thus the interpretation, that Jeſus 
made and baptiſed more diſciples than 
John ever had done, may be admiſſible. 
It is certain however, and f ufficient for 
my / purpoſe, . that Jeſus did actually - 

er a conſiderable number. t 


* 
5 a 


1 But this you ay,” ke be done i in : 
a few days, becauſe Peter made many 
canverts by one 13 diſcourſe.” 


» + : # w 
- S 
* 
* 


* John bi " ol be 
+ When the Baptiſt II G. 32, that no man 
Selbe Jeſus's teſtimony, I underſtand this as 
c. i. 10, 113 that he had by no means the reception 
to which he was entitled. It is a ſtrong way of 
expreſſing that his converts were much fewer than, 
n ought to have been. 


* Letter: p. xi. 
© Acts ii. 41. 


. 
E 

The caſes differ extremely. Jeſus 
was in d retnote part of Judea; St. Peter 
at Jeruſalem, during the feaſt of pente- 5 
coſt, when Jews of every country were 
aſſembled there. All were ſtruck with 
wonder, becauſe by. the deſcent of the 
Spirit the Apoſtles ſpake with divers 
tongues. The inſtructions and miracles, 

the reſurrection and aſcenſion of Jeſus 
had preceded, and Were appealed to by 

the Apoſtle: and the recent and public 
Wonders at our Lord's death muſt have 
made a deep impreſſion. x 


"ow add chat the preathing of Ille 
was accompanied * with the working 
of miracles, at that time a new and 
aſtoniſhing thing.” It is very doubtful 

to me whether Jeſus wrought miracles 
7 | during 
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to attract general notice, and do gather 


— 


1 1 


during 1— 
Judea. He might not at this time chuſe 


mukitudes about him. The evangeliſt | 


is filent on this point; and only obſerves. 


that our Lord's character was confirmed, 
by a moſt Uuſtrious en from ns 
A e 


But the « * thing was not 60 doufl- 
derable as to have been even noticed. by 


any other evangeliſt than John, though 


it was prior to any thing that they have 


related of the miniſtry of Jeſus, when it 


was leaſt likely to have eſcaped their 


notice, if it had been at all conſidera- | 


ble. ; Es 


— 3 


get: 


ta 1 


Apply this mode of arguing to the © 
earlieft teſtimonies which the Baptiſt 
gave Jeſus, to the miracle + at Cana, 
1 — — 
\miracles at the firſt paſſover; and then t 
. of its concluſiveneſa. : 


Ws theee fiſt l „ 
Paſs Go the rey: e e, 
temptation to his preaching in Galle 
but it no r 
ſiderable was tranſacted by him during 
tumat interval, than that he did not attend 
any Jewiſh feaft beſides the laſt paſſover, 

| becauſe ſich attendance is not recorded 
by either f theſe writers; or that no- 


© John i 26, 27, 29. 
| n 
7 —_— yas REY 


r . it - N : . *. r - 2 — n 2 l e 35 y — : 2 $9 
2 * „ * ix; * {> 22 2 2 > . + D 5 5 2 OE 2 « * «et 
= 6-5 MS rena, . > = — — * — . = — — re A : I 32 : * 
— — d r 2 i — — . n —— * — 8 2 8 x * A — * * rn 
x — — p — — — — —ä— . — — 


——EIE— 2 — — 


—— — a a — * — 
8 * * ** * W — b — es n BAD ARS ene 23 ů —ů — es — —— 2 ˖Z—i22—ů —Ü—ä—— ͤ 2 — 
2 —— — — — —— — —. ors —— 2-08 1 od — hott acu oye wreway — — — «„ ——:::: ood „ 1 * — — — — — * 
* — — ee . + Th RED N * . — 2 . : — : 1 . / 2 
2 PI * 1 * 4 1 4 * 22 * 4 E * 1: * rc * g 


— — — — 
3 - 1 r — fs 2» . 
* 1 ASA — 1 _— 2 2 
po — — ̃ͥUr— Ws > SE — —— — n 
— a Pe * . — — ——— — - 


1 42 1 
ing confulerable paſſed betweeri Matth, 


viii. 35, Mark ix. go, and the verſes 
| immediately. ſubſequent : which ſeem to 


me as- remarkable tranſitions ag any an. 


the goſpel hiſtory. The Seventy were 


* ſent out during that interval; the feaſts 
of tabernacles and dedication were N 
tended; and two eminent miracles FR 
great notoriety were performed, the re- 
ſtoring of ſight to one * blind from hi his 
birth, and the ex of nnn from 


| the dead. 


Wich reſpeat to ——_—_— of this kind, ; 


we are not to conſider © the t uſual 


manner of writing hiſtory,” but the man- 
5 FC 


* John c. ix. 


+ John c. xi. N 1 


. 


m Letter: p. iu. 
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2 43 1 
ner in which the evangeliſts write. They 


Vite conciſe commentaries. of our Lord's 


8 


and not 


life, they give us general ſketches. of it, 
1 full detail; and one of them 
expreſsly tells us that * many other things 


which en _ ate left amn 7 


Shall we | fo now, 1 nf - 4 0 cer- 
tainly be thought very improbable that 
Matthew, Mark and Luke ſhould have 
known of” jeſuss attendance at theſe 
feaſts, his performance of theſe. miracles, 


and his ©. long ſtay in Judea,” and the 


diſciples made by him there recorded 
John x. 40— 42, and not have. no- 
ticed it? . 

You 


— 


*A 
John xxi. 25. 
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| You obſerve very juſtly tat de evans 
Seits generally * otnit things ſimilar 


to ſuch as they had noticed before.“ 
Thus St. Luke omits the unction Uf 
Jeſus related Marth. xxvi. 6, &. Mark 
xiv. 3, &c. probably becauſe he has re- 


corded a tranſaction which bears a gene- 


ral "reſemblance to it, c. vii.” 36, &c. 
and I will take the liberty to extend 


1 remark, and to add that probably 
three of the evangeliſts omit our Lord's 
. firſt cleanſing of the temple becauſe they 
| have recorded his ſecond cleanfing of it, 
an act fraught with like inſtruction. But 
we muſt not puſh this obſervation tod 


far. Otherwiſe, why do Matthew and 


Mark twice relate that Jeſus fed a great 
' multitude with .a few loaves and fiſhes? 
* does Mark omit the miraculous 
birth 


»Letter: p. xiii. 


* AN 


— 


buch of Jeſus? and why dass Matthene 
alone record the  hiſtary of the Arabian 
gt 


i But * hors, you fay, would be an 
omiſſion of what may almoſt be called 
the very firſt- open publication of the 


tat 


}, and of the firſt public miracles, 


| of the greateſt number of diſciples 


that Jeſus ever made, and likewiſe of the 
falling off of theſe diſciples, which to me 


is altogether unaccountable. For on our 


Lord's appearance in Galilee we find him 
almoſt without attendants, and no crouds 


- about him till after the cure of the demo- | 
: mac at Capernaum.” 


- Jeſus publicly declared his office at 


he firſt paſſover during his miniſtry : 


"a 
d 


Letter: p. xiii. 


. For, 8c.” 


1 46 TD 4 


A an as the thiee firſt evangeliſt diſtin&- 
y relate our Lord's * Publication of the 


goſpel in Galilee, on your own princi- 


ple, that it is their manner to omit ſimi- 


lar facts, they might be ſilent on this 
an os eee i it in. rea Tiere 


Von add, 60 of the- fiſt olblic n mira- | 


cles But fee John i; 11, 231 it. ' 2. 


iw. 46. . Beſides, you aſſume without 


any proof that our Lord er mira- 
cles Suring the ene mentioned. : 


Nou farther add; 5 and of the” Dent 


elt number of diſciples that Jeſus ever 


made, and likewiſe of the "__ off of 


- W 


7 Matth. iv. 17. Mark i. 14, 15. Luke iv. 15. 


Es . 
17 
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T9 
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. 2 1 


Fate Ia am Iesy to allow your interpre⸗ = 
tation of John iv. 1, though I do not al- 
low that the words * can have no other 
ſenſe; I only ſay. that Jeſus, made. many 
| _— an aſſertion n founded on * 
It. 26. 633-0 ee . 


The remaining 1 015 your Sb 
non may be anſwered by diſtinguiſhing 
between di/ciples and attendants. .Only a 
ſelect number of thoſe Who believed on 
Jelus, were called on to attend his perſon. 


But you Aan 8 our Load act 
ed at this time with ſuch reſerve and 
circumſpection as his vicinity to the 
Jewiſh rulers ſeems to have required. 
This + is hardly conſiſtent with 


V 6 Letter: P- xi. I. 3. from the bottom. 
+ Ib, p. xii. | ah 1 
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t 4 1 


the fuppoliton of This aiding ſo. many 
diſciples.” 


Nowif fach nu FONG "= 


' baptiſm; is it not likely that numbers 


would alſo flock to that of Jeſus, of 


| whom John bare witneſs, and whoſe ſu- 


periority he expr in the ſtrongeſt 


terms? Eſpecially as at this time the 
| Jewiſh rulers had not declared their op- 


poſition to Jeſus, and as Jefus himſelf 
had not yet plainly and publicly contra- 

dicted the falſe notions which the Jews : 
entertained of their Meſſiah. | 


You give a further reafon for your a 
doubt. John * appears to have preach- 


ed without any reſerve at all, indeed 


with general approbation.” 
But 


—— Letter: p. xii. 


£ 49 76 2 


But might not Jeſus WY 3 reaſon 
be more cautious than John? The Jews 
had no pre) judices about the forerunner 
of their meſſiah, and no man could be 
more acceptable to them than the pro- 
claimer * of his approach. But the true 
meſſiah, of humble birth and ſtation, 
the erecter of a ſpiritual kingdom in the 
hearts of men, could not have run his 
deftined -courſe without the higheſt de- 
gree of prudence. 


But I urge our Lord's words 2 ye. 
not, There are yet four months and them 
cometh harveſt ? as a proof that our Lord 
abode about eight months in Judea after 
the firſt patoren, 15 Son I aherwards : 

c 


. Thi, In. 7. e 


+ John iv. 35. 
I Letter: p-xii. 


I con- , 


. = L 50 1 
10 content myſelf with raving | it could not 
be leſs than one month,” Accuracy 
certainly required that I ſhould have « ex- 
preſſed myſelf to this effect; Upon * 
ie whole I ſay, for the ſake of argu- 
ment, that at leaſt a month muſt be al- 
towed for Jeſus's abode in. Judea. 7. 
not declaring my real ſentiments, 
which appear from the diſpoſition of my 
harmony: but I am only attempting to 
prove that the tranſactions in -our Lord's 
dife between John ii. 13, &c. and John 
v. 1. cannot with. any degree of proba- 
dility be crouded into {o narrow 3 com- 
paſs as fifty days: a e eſſential 
40 7 our ſcheme, 


1 


| Is. 


Ss N . 


e yo — — — TINO 9 * 8 — 
r r — — w — ” 


vs Notes on my harmony, p. 19. I. i8, 


% 


«1 
[ do not inſiſt on my ſenſe of John 
iv. 35; nay, I allow that the form of ex- 


preſſion V. 37 ſeems to afford a pre- 
ſumption againſt it There are ſo few 
chronological marks in the goſpels, that 


arrangers of events are naturally biaſſed 


to avail them elves of this. But relin- 


quiſhing | the literal expoſition, does not 


affect the duration which 1 align to our 


e + S424 3 


a particular diſtribution of it. Jelu 25, 


inſtead of paſſing eight! months in Judea 
and four in Galilee, divided the Whole 
year between theſe countries, in a pro- 


portion which v we cannot determine. 


) 
You add, 3 Jeſuse SP," 
ſelf at the well at fix o'clock, 'or noon, 
rather leads us to imagine, that he was 


© 24: fatigued 


n 


1 82 3 


1 fatigued and thirſty, by. tray elling inches 
1 heat of the day, a ſhort time after the 
= | -paſſover, when alſo water could not be 
Very plentiful, than that it was in the 
i winter ſeafon.” 23 | 


l'/ Aware of this I have faid, + Nothing 
Canan bear ed from John 1 iv. 6 as to the 

it | time of the year. Jeſus was wearied 

18 from his journey; 1 though at the ſixth 

hour, or noon, in the midſt of winter, 

[ heat might be one caule of wearineſs or 

| 7 5 thirſt in ſuch a country as Judea. 0 In 

the depth $ of winter, it is frequently | 
warm, nay almoſt hot, in the open air.” 


And 


ns Letter: p. ii. 


| ” 4 Notes on my harmony: P. 12. 
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0 4 have ff uggeſted a further remark: 
in my additional notes: Some may 
think it a preſumption that it w was now” 

winter, becauſe the woman came to draw 
water at nooh ; which ſhe would hardly 
have done in a ſeaſon of heat.” 


1 


As to . or 5 of water, 
many parts of Paleſtine were ſupplied 

with it only by wells; and * * 
nothing *..70 draw. with. 


But IA ſeem not to have conſider- 
ed ſufficiently the ſeveral inconveni iencies 
that muſt ariſe to my ſyſtem from this 
yy of eight months in Judea, and of 

EN . | Fan 
. John iv. 11. 


4 Letter: p. nil, 


A 


1 Jeſus us's making ſo many diſciples at that 


Ume. „ It is exceedingly evident (this 
IS the firong manner in which you ex- 


preſs yourſelf ) that the great fame of 


eſus in Galilee was ſubſequent, to the : 


miracles that! he : wrought af after his arrival 


Sa 


there; and that it was more elpecially 


occaſioned | by | his curing the Wfioniac 


» mv e> 


n "the ly yhagogu ogue | at Capernaum, and 
WT | 


alc r — 2 7 7 
dun die hex 3 unt were brought to 


him on the evening of the ſame day.” 


But how does St. Luke repreſent this? + 
And Jeſus returned in the power of the Spi- 
rit into Galilee : and there went out a fame 


ef him through all the region round about. 


And he taught in their ſynagogues, being 
glorified of all. His reputation there- 
fore 8 him! into Galilee, and 
was 
ra. 13. © d 


%u N 


was very high before he went to * ca 5 
pernaum. And what does St. John 

teach us? When + therefore Jeſ. Us came 
into Galilee, the Galileans received him, 


having ſeen all the things that he did in 


Feruſalem at the feaſt. And his power 
of working miracles was ſo well known, 
that. one of Herod's court reſpectfully 
attended him at Cana, and requeſted 
that he would come and heal his ſon at 
Capernaum. It is true, and very ob- 
ſervable, that St. John reſers to what 
Jeſus did at Jeruſalem, and not to what 
. he did in Judea. And certainly mira- 
cles, which the Galileans ſaw performed, 
- muſt have given a greater luſtre to his 
C 4 = character 


* Luke iv. 31. 


+ John iv. 45. 
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1 56 5 
Fl OT among them, than the peſt 


grounded reports of his making manx 5 
converts in Judea and receiving the 
Baptiſt's teſtimony there. I conclude 


therefore , that . Jeſus's great fame i in 


_ Galilee is eafily ® conſiſtent with“ his 


making and baptiſing very many diſci- 
ples during a ee of ſome months 
in Judea. It is expreſsly aſſerted 4 that 1 


his name was ſpread abroad by healing 


the Demoniac in the ſynagogue at Ca- | 
pernaum. No act of power, except 


raiſing perſons from the dead, ſeems to 


have 1 t ſtruck the Jews more than re- 
moving maladies of this dreadful kind: 
And the public and general healing of 


Letter: p. wa. 1.2; 4. from the bottom, 
14 Mark 1. 28. Lake iv. 37. 
4 Luke x. 17. 


. 


Pt 57 F: 
the ſick i in the evening of the ſame day 


very naturally cauſed * all men to feek 


him. But I have ſhewn that hence aroſe 


an increaſe: of reputation, which A ; 


er G 


d add, + that Jeſus: could not TER . 
Preached eight months in Judea before 


he had preached in Galilee at all, and 


7 


could not by that preaching have made 

more diſciples than John had done in 
the whole courſe of his miniſtry; be 
_ cauſe the goſpel is always ſaid to have t 
begun in Galilee, and Matthew himſelf 
| Karon fays, ſpeaking of yup s arri- 
c . 3 


* Mark! 1. 32, 395 
Letter: p. xiii, xiv. 


t Lukexxiii, 5, AQsx. 37, 39. 
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1 52 -- 
val in Galilee, From that bine ee \ 
vegans fo preach. D e 


| Change 4 very 3 3 pa- 

ragraph, and ſay that Jeſus could not 
have made and baptiſed more diſciples 
than John, and that all men could not 
have come unto him; and the objection 
lies againſt the evangelical hiſtory. Far 
I ſuppoſe it granted that. Jeſus could 
not make diſciples without inſtrugling 
them in the nature * "lp kingdorn. 


2 


r 


This difficulty I hou! thus attempt- 
ed to ſolve. „Matth. iv. 17, Mark i. 
14, 15, refer to a more ſolemn and ge- 
neral teaching according to the tenour 
= on. „ 
| . 
fit may be here obſerved that Zpyapes is often 
redundant. See Mark iv, i, xi. 15: . w 8. 
xiv. . Adds i. 1. 
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of particular words. Though in Judea 
and Jeruſalem Jeſus ſhewed his divine 
knowledge *, taught, made diſciples and 
initiated how by baptiſm, and, when 
he purged the temple, intimated among” 
other truths that he was the ſon of God; 
yet ſtill he might with great wiſdom 
chuſe a more remote ſcene for preaching 
publiely and plainly_the completion of 
the time, the approach of God's king-- 
dom, and repentance Wo wed by a be- 
5 lief in the goſpel +.” 


3. You ſay very truly his 0 iv. 
40, 43, may © mean , according to the 
Jewiſh phraſeology, no more than 


john i. 48. 


+ Notes on my harmony; ne: 
1 Letter: p. 3 
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WE 


part of two. days. But it appears, * 
from Matth. xvil. 1, compared with 


Luke ix. 28, that the words may alſo 


ſignify two complete days. When you 
aſſert that © the whole journey from Je- 
ruſalem to Galilee was but of three 
days according to our Lord's own 
mode of travelling, 1 ſuppoſe that 


you have in view John ii. 1. But here 
it is probable that Jeſus ſet out from 


Bethabara *, and not from Jeruſalem } 
which affects the diſtance to Cana one 


half: and the words may mean on the 


third day after Jeſus's arrival, or on the 
third day of the marriage + feaſt. This 
journey was about equal to that from 
the neighbourhood of Capernaum into 

| the 
See John i. 28. 


+ See Biſhop Pearce in loc: and Tous Lon- 
Einus, P. 287. gvo. 


Ia: 
the coaſts of Tyre 1 Sidon 3 for 
which you elſewhere allow a fortnight or 


three weeks f: and leſs than that from Rp 
the neighbourhood of Bethſaida to the 


towns of + Ceſarea Philippi; for which 
you allow a fortnight. $ On the 
difference between us, whether Jeſus 5 
Vas fix or ſeven days in paſſing from 
Judea to Cana, (as I fay for the ſake of 
argument, for I really think that the 
time was longer,) or whether he em- 
ploy ed 0 four days | in | travelling 
1224 about ; 
* Matth. xv. At Y 
+ Obſervations on harmony p- 133. 
—< Mark viii. 22, 27. 


5 $ Obſervations on harmony: 134. 


| You repreſent him as leaving Judea on the 
19th of Niſan, and as arriving at Cana on the 224. 
Harmony: p. 140. 
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about forty miles, in teaching and con- 
verting the Samaritans during two days, 
(and in preaching * the goſpel of tlie 


kingdom as he journeyed; on this mi- 
nute difference I ſhall only obſerve fur- 


ther, that John iv. 45 may perhaps de- 
ſerve more conſideration than I have 


yet given it. ¶ hen therefore Jeſus came 
inta Galilee, the Galileans received him. 


Why? becauſe they had /cern all the 
things that he did in Jeruſalem at the feaſt. 
They ſeem to have ſhewn him attenti- 
on, as one of an extraordinary and pro- 
phetic character: which may naturally 


occaſion a doubt whether Jeſus preſſed on 
to Cana with unremitted haſte, or whe- 
ther he did not allow a few days for 


the 


Mark i. 14. 


4 


T 6&1) 
che inſtruction of ſuch as were diſpoſe 
to > hear him gladly. | 


We next dier det cle thi 
which Jeſus paſſed at Cana. Now the 
__ evangeliſt gives a reaſon + why Jeſus, on 

his return to Galilee, - did not directly 
repair to Nazareth, the former place of 
his abode. There ſeems therefore to be 
an implication, when Jeſus's arrival at 
Cana is mentioned, that this was the firft 
city in Galilee where he reſided for ſome 
days: eſpecially as at this place he had 
made the earlieſt diſplay of his miracu- 
lous power. I have ſuppoſed four dass 
at the leaſt; becauſe Jeſus's preſence was 
: notified at e diſtant about 
Fn twanky: 
* John iv. 46; . 


+ rv. 44. 


H M 1 


. twenty den miles, before tis nobleman | 
_ * viſited him there, and, about one in the 
afternoon according to our computation, 


1 received aſſurance that his; ſon ſhould 
4.8 live. What now are your ſuppoſitions | 2 
1 | (0 

iff | As * Jeſus had taught at Jeruſalem, 


made ſome difciples in Judea, and 
ſtayed two days at Sychar, it might very 
well be known at Capernaum, a place 
of great reſort, that he had left Judea, 
was travelling towards Galilee, and even 
that he would certainly go to Cana; and 

the nobleman might ſet out before it was 

known that Jeſus was actually arrived 

at Cana. It is not impoſſible, therefore, 

but that both of them might arrive there 

the ſame day.” But thus our Lord's 
Journies, undertaken upon ſudden 8 
| = | contingent. | 
> ® Letter: p. 2v. | 


+ John iv. 1. ; 


= 

contingent motives, and modified by ® . 
contingencies, are made as notorious 
and regular as the proceſſions of an eaſ- 
tern monarch. What you have advanced 
is certainly not impoſſib ble : nor is what 
follows impoſ ible, that, ſuppoſing the 
diſtance twenty hong miles, Jeſus + 
might have arrived at Cana in the even: 
ing, and it might have been Known at 
Capernaum the lnext morning z and that 
the nobleman ſet out in the morning, be- 


_ cauſe we find that Jeſus pronounced his 


ſeon cured at the ſeventh hour, or an 
hour after noon f.“ And yet it ſeems 
INE: wes nf 7 that 

+ Letter: p. xv. | 
Thus in your calendar Jeſus arrives at Cana 


on the 22d of Niſan, continues there the 23d, 5 
and reaches n the 24th, P- 140. 
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chat the ger rande who had the moſt j joy- 
ful intelligence to communicate, took 
part of two days to perform a leſs jour- 
ney : for ſetting out probably ſoon after 
one, the hour when the young man's 
fever * left him, they were met + on the 
yoad to Cana the next day. The e 

try might be 4 and mountainous 

and no dire& communication might lis 
hetween the two places: and indeed their 
aFtual diftance 18 1 to us. 


I next collect from gt Luke's ; 


1 And f he taught in their \ ſynagogues, 
being _ ified of all, that at leaſt two 
ſabbaths, 


* John iv. 52. 
1 w. v. 51. 

3 

S Sc. ot Galilee, 


I 67 1ͤͥͥ 
. baths, pr eight. * days, muſt have been 

employed in theſe public inſtructions; 
and, as Jeſus was one fabbath + at. Naza- 
reth, I ſuppoſe that his benevolence led 
him to pals a few days there previous to 
that ſabbath: and I limit his continu- 
ance in os Own city: to four t days, 


. 2. —— nene, ——1— mi 1er. 4 I 3 
140 T1118 you 16PIy, taciizane f A 181 


houn . that this viſit to 


Nazareth 


'® Tperceive, on ssd bes that ſome of 
this time may be ſaid to coincide with the latter 
part of the fix days employed by Jeſus in his 
journey from Judea to Cana: and therefore three 
daye may be deducted on this account. | 


+ Luke iv. 16. 


1 You yourſelf allow that the word aclabnd- 
Matth. iv. 13, ſeems to imply that Jeſus made, at 
leaſt, a ſhort ſtoy at Nazareth before his arrival at 


=—_— Obſervations on harmony. p. 79. 
5 etter: P. xr. 5 
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1 1 6 1 


Nazareth was ſubfequent to Jef ag's 


preaching at Capernaum, and 28 5 


ſhall not argue it in this place.” 1 


8 | 
But that this viſit to Nazazeth preced- 


ed the preaching at Capernaum is aſſert- 
ed in two places. And , leaving Na- 
zarethi, he came and dwelt at Capernaum, 
But t he, paſſing through the midſt of tiem, 


who ſought his life at Nazareth, went his 
wayr and came down to Ca pernaum, a city 
of Galilee, and dale them * the e ; 


| day. . MEE. Wa. 3 21 


If we compare 4 * with Mark. 


| vi. 1 IS —— Ame t, and 


Matth. wh 13. 


II „— 


+ Luke i iv. 30. * | 
1 Se. deR Matth. ix. 1. Lake LN 


F 49, 21. 3 


161 


went into his * own country; we ind reaſon 


to think. that Jeſus made two diſtinct vi- 


Hits to Nazafeth; firſt: leaving Nazareth 


for Capernaum, and afterwards leaving 5 


e for. Nazareth. 


e argu ment for theſe diſtin 


oe EY a is, that, according to the ſeries of 


Luke's narration, the firſt was made + 


before the calling of Peter, Andrew, 


James, and John, but St. Mark teaches 


us that the,/econd took place after the ap- 
| pointment of the twelve rer Mark, 


3 6, 7 


4 


"Again: it deem probable that -on the 


fl viſit t Jeſus wrought no miracle: his 


words 


f Sc. Nazareth. 


t 


0 — 1 — — — a 4 — — — * 
— 4 — — — — . — —— a — — — a> —— 
— n r n — A —— — EF an — —ñ—U— — 222 Se 83 * — — 2 _— == Og wn — — — 2 
— — rings — —— 7 — = 4 . — — EARL — — CS — - - F IT 
1 . > 220 cnn r 2 _ 8 . - : 
8 . 7 — 


* 9 — 
Cam — —-— 
— bh 


5 5 NCT 
3 XA 
— — — 


2 


n 
— —— 
SERENE 


— 3 2 

2 3 ee 

— Ir] oa eer> 
— 


— 
LT Eno Ig ya 


— = PREY — — „ 8 < —— — —— —— — as — — 
* —— ou m1 agntia nt vents * — — 
rr... . . —P 
2 b 5 2 y = = — 5 * r © tow. 
ow - — WG, < — « os Ie 
= - 


— — 6D 1 
— = — 
F 
— 


— 4 — * — — — — 
3 > Jn a a — 9 5 - — 
mats» 4. — - — ” us 
2 pw 4 — 2 = 
= r W ———— > 
nn EE + 2. —— rag 
Te ae, Bos — * + 


— 
» 2 — 


— —— 
2 
ne 


— x: 
— 


— 


—— 0, 


IE 


— ” — 
— — - 
. — - 
to = EPS 
— Ta > 
— — — ome pou 
——— — 2 + 
> TS RX Er, 
———— —— — 
—ͤ———— ͤ —— ͥ́ ͤ1ä nd 


17 bb. By 
Ai 


« — — 2 A 
— — pa S — 1 . 7 2 FO ASL n "ON 2 * . TED, — as 
: : l . . 1p et oy ya te 5828 c Ra Sn Ls nliognn. — ne. 2 
8 : - — fe IB nr wo I Tags I ria oe 154 — — R 
3 BC none no wrong ond en er ret on pe nt I RE — 2 . — 2 2 S= “2925555 ng I, C4 N 
3 * = 2 —— — — - - . bat oe . U 8 
. ͤ ——— ei I hs —— 2 SPE? 8 ZIG Ne; — K — —-⅛. ä : 
apogee ———— — — — 2 = — — a 2 
- * 
g. 
b 


— 


places, &c. Engliſn harmony: p. 81. 


pa bd : 
18 


1 5 


words are , Ye will ſurely fay unto ne 
this proverb, Phyſician, heal thyſelf : + what- 


ſover abt hdve heard done iii Capernaum, do 


alfo here in thy country: immediately after 
which words he was compelled to leave 
the city. But on his ſecond viſit he aid 
not many mighty. 0 ee there, Matt. xi. 


* 


38, 
»Luake iv. 23. 


81 underſtand z den as referring to John i iv. 52. 
In another' place, we render 0% how great things. 


Luke viii. 39. The plural is uſed for the ſingular; 


It ſeems therefore that, when Jeſus uttered theſe 


words, he had wrought no kind of miracle = 


Nazareth. And, as Doddridge obſer ves, Chriſt's 
diſcourſe is intended to ptove that God might dit 


perſe thefe erbt aordibary fdvours as he pleaſed. 


Your own note is, You are not pleaſed that Fo 
not here ſuch mighty works as you have heard 
that 1 have performed at Capèrnaum and other 


4.1 1 
58, only laying 11 hands on a fe fick and 
mon them. Mark „ 


'x am glad chat the hitortes Gofleiſe | 
as they are; furniſh cheſe marks of dis | 

tinction. Our Lord's ſecond viſit to 
Nazareth, after the danger to which the 


firſt had expoſed him, may be regarded 
as placing both his fortitude and bene- 


volence in a moſt engaging * of 
view. 6 


But „ it appears to ybu that; whe” 
Jeſus left Judea to go into Galilee, after 
the firſt paſſover, he either was not at 
| Nazareth at all, or only juſt went througn 
ut in his way to Cana, from which place 
it is certain he went to Capernaurmn. = 


You 
* Obſervations on the harmony &c. p. 79. 


A 
1 72 1 

- You endeavour: to eſtdbliſh your opi- 
nion from the ſilence of one evange- 
- lift, St. John; which is in general an 
inconcluſive argument againſt the reality 


of a fact in our Lord's life, and is parti- 
Pry ſo in a OE e, 


: 1 you fay that John. iv. 4 85 44 Y, 
| ſhould be thus connected, [But he did 


not go to Nazareth :} and that the evan- 
geliſt at leaſt tacitly refers to Jeſus's 
chuſing to call, or at leaſt not chuſ- 


not Cl 
ing to make any Ye. at Nazareth at 
this 1 time. 


oy | 


The connection, however, may be 
thus ſupplied : [But he did not go to 
Nazareth immediately: ] or, {But he did 
not make Nazareth his place of abode, 


ä 
as before his miniſtry : ] or, in your « own 
words, [But thoſe he firſt applied to were 
not his countrymen of Nazareth.] 


4 BefidesF, the nobleman of Caper- 
naum, who is ſaid to have ſet out to 
meet our Lord as ſoon as he heard of his 
arrival in Galilee, went to Cana; ſo that 
it is not probable that he had heard of 
his being, or at leaſt of his intention, or 
attempt to make any ſtay at Nazareth.” 


I allow, and contend for it, chat 
the viſit to Nazareth followed that to 
Cana. 


Ry You add, . The miracles related by 
Mark i. 23, &c. and which were per- 
© formed 


* Obſervations on the harmony p. 80, 8 | 
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| ſeem. to ry 
heen, the more immediate occaſion of, 
Jeſus s great fame in Galilee, and there-. 
fore muſt have been performed ſoon after 
his arrival in that _— 8 


The dies at Capernaum may 3 2 
been performed ſoon after Jeſus's arrival 


in Galilee, if he Paſſed twice you days at 


Nazareth. » 


1 You juſtly remark that caranrds + 
Watagir ſhould be rendered, having left 
Nezareth: but I do not agree with 
you that it can be rendered, Having 
paſſed ty Nazareth, in the ſenſe of not 


chuſing to call there. Try. how this 


rendering 


* Matth. iv 13. 
T Obſ: rvations on the harmony, &c. p. 81 . 


L 7s ] 
rendering will ſucceed Matth. XVI. . 
xxl. 1). Luke xv. 4. | 


"Ton go on | thaw: 3 Lake, adn 
feems to have imagined that Jeſus 
preached a ſabbath in Nazareth, when 
they attempted his life, before his go- 
ing to Capernaum ; but it is much 
more probable, from the account of both 
Matthew and Mark, that the time when 
Jeſus was rejected by the people of Na- 
z⁊areth was ſome time after he had been 
at Capernaum and upon the whole, 
it appears to me to have been juſt be- 
fore the miſſion of the Twelve, and not 
long before his leaving Galilee to go to 
the feaſt of Pentecoſt.” 


5 ö Sh, 


* Obſervations on the harmony, & c. p. 81. : 
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"FT 
St. Luke directly aſſerts this fact; and 


1 beleve him. 


/ 
” 8 Luke's own account, com- 
pared with itſelf only, has not the marks 
of perfect conſiſtency; ; for, according to 


him, our Lord ſays to the people of Na- 


razeth, iv. 23, Ye will ay, whatever we 
have heard done in Capernaum, do alſo here 


in thine own country. H this could have 


been ſaid before he had been at Caper- 
naum, it would have been by way of 


prophecy, concerning what he was to 
do there, and what they would ſay to 


him afterwards; which I hangs: is not an 
eaſy interpretation,” 


This is a difficulty which well deſerves 
our attention as Chriſtian critics. I have 
thus 


E 

thus * endeavoured to ob" ite it. **Oza 
may ſolely refer to the miracle recorded 
John iv. 46— 54, the ſcene of which 
Was Capernaum : as sea, Luke vili. 39, 
refers only to a ſingle tranſaction.” 1 


add, and as ede, John v. 20, refers only 
to the healing of the man who had been 
infirm for thirty eight years. 


I allow three weeks for. Jeſus's reſi- 
_ dence in Capernaum, Matth. iv. 13: and 
tranſactions follow for which in my opi- 
nion leſs than a month cannot be allowed, 
but which you include within a week. 
I thus fate them: Jeſus + went about 
Al 1 Galilee; his fame 8 ſpread through * 
D 3 „ all 
= Notes on my 8 p. 12. | 
1 b. p. 17. 2 HY 
I Matth. iv. 23, and the ve parallel yer 1 
8 Ib. v. 24. 


t 
all Syria, and they brought to him all 
their ſick ; and particularly in a certain 
city he healed a leper, which occaſioned 
him to remain out of the city * in deſert 
places, where they came to him from 
every quarter. Then he returned to 


Capernaum, healed a 1 and 
called Levi.” . 


bes « T + lay too great ſtreſs on 
Feneral expreſſions, which, after all, Imy- 
ſelf cannot ſuppoſe to be underſtood 
quite literally; for all Galilee cannot mean 
here every town and village in Galilee.“ 


* Mark. i. 45. 
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+ Whiſton lows: ten weeks for this circuit. 
| Six diſſer tations : p. 350. 


T Letter: p. zvi. 


SF N 

It is remarkable, however, that of the 
three evangeliſts who record this general 
preaching two have throughout all Gali- 
lee; and that St. Matthew uſes the ex- 
preſſive word cg. And I may well 
ſuppoſe a reſemblance between this tour 
and that recorded Matth. ix. 35, Mark 
6, Luke viii. 1: where Jeſus is ſaid 

to 3 about all the cities and villages, 
Our Lord gives this reaſon for extending 
bis inſtructions to other cities : #* -There- 


oh am L ſent. 


I fay then that theſe general expreſ- 
— though certainly not to be under- 
ſtood in their utmoſt latitude, would not 
de true if we reftrit them“ to + the 


1 Places 
* Luke iv. 43. 1 


+ Letter : p. Xvi. 


10 
places in the neighbourhood of Caper- 
* naum, eſpecially Choraſin and Bethſaida, 
which were probably within a few miles 
of Capernaum.” Our Lord ſays, Let 
us go into the next towns, becauſe of courſe 
he began with them. St. Luke's ex- 
preſſion is, + 1 muſt preach rhe kingdom. of 
God to other cities w. 
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It is worthy of notice chat the three 
evangeliſts mention the circumſtance of 
preaching in the ſynagogues of Galilee: and, 
conſidering how ſhort a ſabbath-day's 
journey was, it ſeems not very unrea- 
ſonable to ſay that four or five ſabbaths 
might be thus employed, and that the 
whole progreſs might be about ſeventy 
| miles, 
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Mark i. 38. 


2 1 1 


But © as it * is a that a ſingle 
day had ſufficed Jeſus at Capernaum, ſo 
that he was obliged to depart, on account 
of the crouds that reſorted to hi m, leſs 
than a day might well uffice for any 
other place.” : 


| You ſtate your idea of this matter 
more preciſely elſewhere, © One + 
would naturally conclude from the ac- 
count of Mark, that Jeſus, travelling 
from Cana towards Capernaum, came 
to ſome part of the ſea coaſt, where he 
met with Peter and. the other diſciples, 
and having called them to attend him, 
entered with them into the city, juſt 
before the commencement of the ſab- 
bath day.“ | | 
'D 5 „ The 


—M Letter : p. xvi. 


+ Obſervations on the harmony, p 82, 
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82 }- 
The evangeliſts ſhould be compared 
together on this atid-every ſubject.” Ac- 


cording” to St. Matthew), the call K 


the foür apoſtles happened while Jeſus 
dwelt at Capernaum : and 1 mult: make 
the remark, however minute it may ap- 
pear, that the words recorded by St. 
Luke, . Maſter, 4 we have toiled all the 
night, and have, taken nothing, are better 


ſuited to the beginning than the cloſe of 


the c day. It is true that, after this tranſ - 
action, Jeſus and the. apoſtles went t 
into Capernaum; and ſtraightway on te 
ſabbath he entered into the ſynagogue and 
taught. But how i is it evident that, be- 
cauſe Jeſus entered into Ca apernaum from 
= 12 
C. iy. 13, 18. 1235 
v. 5. 5 


I devil Mark i. 2 r. 


4 
the coaſt of the adjoining lake, he had 
not been an inhabitant of that place for 
ſome days before? Is this evident of the 
four apoſtles who entered into e 
naum with Nn Eh | 


2 Nor was the wttodiithdne: * expreſſed 
at Jeſus' s doctrine 1 evidently the ef- 
fect of firſt hearing him,” 


: : The particular te * referred to 


may be mentioned Laccount of the 
ſubſequent miracle: and our Lord's 
manner of teaching might well occaſion 
repeated aſtoniſhment, one inſtance- ob. 
Which the evangeliſt here records. 


-- 52 Yue. 


» Matth. iv. 31. 


+ Obſeryations on harmony: p. 81. 
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But you obſerve + an Ww aſter this 
very journey Jeſus is kid by Mark to 


have returned to Capernaum * after ſome 
days only; and according to the Vulgate 


h tranſlation, it is after eight days; and 


yet this very evangeliſt ſays, that on 
this journey F he preached n. all 


Galilee.” 


If you conſult Wetſtein' s t note, yon 
will find that he eſteems '3; zun, poſt 
dies, inter jectis diebus, and mi, as 
parallel expreſſions. The learned Ra- 
Phelius obſerves, Accuratè Chemnitius, 


2:3 propriè hoc loco ſignificare dies os 


intermedios interceſſiſle ; ; and renders the 


phraſe 


1.4 


» C. Ii. f. 
+ C. i. 39. _ 
1 Nov. teſt. fol. 5 5 


„ 
/ 


1 


N 


Phraſe, multis, vel ſaltem aliquot, Seb 


interjectis. And H. Stephens ſays, & 
ppp: SC. rw, diebus aliquot interjectis. 
Theophyla&'s explanation is, J bο 


Suge raw, In the Greek verſion of Gen. 


iv. 3, 1 Kings xvii. 7, ul 5uya; is uſed 
for a conſiderable interval of time, and 


the former paſſage is rendered poſt mul- 


tos dies in the Vulgate. Wetſtein refers 
us to Gen. xl. 4: and they continued a 


ſeaſon in ward; where the Greek has 
5a4a;, The phraſe is an indefinite one ; 


and may be tranſlated, after many days, 


as well as /ome days. On the reading of 


eight days Mill * thus remarks: Os 
addunt codd. lat. aliq. et textus Bede 


commentario adſcriptus: citra non Græ- 


corum modo Am, ſed et Lat. plero- 
f rumque 


* 1n loc, 
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1 86 YT 
reimque omnium: + efiam vetuftiſſimi 
MS. in Bibl. Bodl. = Pas Bedæ fuiſſe 
- . | creditur. 


3 4 


* Mill 1 thus rejected the —_ T-con-- 
ſulted him no Further : but I have ſince found the 
following inconſiſtency i in his prolegomena, p- xliv. 
ed. Oxon. Poſt octo dies 2, 1. Codd. lat. aliq. 
Græca proculdubio erant & & peer, & fic Evan 
geliſta: ut ſit ſenſus, Chriſtum poſt moram octo- 
dierum in eremo N. B.] rediiſſe in Capharnaum. 
Scriptum autem continuo dudtu & tenore, Wnnpupws, 
nil mirum tr ſcribe, v ex errore geininatum ex- 
iſtimantes, fecerint N Hjepay, Hence Wetſtein i in 
loc. Tays, Addunt octo codices Latini, probante J. 


Minio. However, the evidence againſt this read- 


ing preponderates greatly: it is not the reading of 
the yulgate, but of ſome Latin manuſcripts. Wol- 


fius rejects this various lection, and ſays, Veriſi- 


milius eſt! interpretes Latinos, intelligentes aliquot 
dies interceſſiſſe, ex ingenio magis, quam certa. 
quadam occaſione, numerum hunc addidiſſe. Cu- 
ræ phil. in loc. Eraſmus's note is, Nec adden- 


5 dum eſt octo, quod in quibuſdam habetur codicibus 


Latinis. 


1 


[ TH i. 
creditur. The following is Lucas; Bru- 
genſis's note, ad varias lectiones editio- 
nis Latinæ evangelii ſecundum Marcum : 
_ + Spurium eft quod additur in quĩibuſ- 
dam libris oct. poſt dies oc. * x 


From this induction of particulars T 
endeavour to ſhew that more than twice Þ 
Latinis. Cane i in Paulino habetur hoſt 4 dies: in 


Corſendoncenſi recenti manu additum erat ode. 
See appendix. 


' ® See Walton's polyglot. 


Days. 
$ Ar the firſt paſſover : John ii ii. 1 3. 1 
In Judea, John Ill: 4. _— 
On the journey from Judea to Cana, . 
John i Iv. 3» 46. 5 1 4 


At Cava, John iv. „ © 8 
While teaching in Galilee, Luke iv. IS 5 
At Nazareth, Luke iv. 16. — 
Reſidence at Capernaum, Matth. iv. 13. al 
Circuit about Galilee, Matth. iv. 23. 28 
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$f ty gays muſt. almoſt neceſſarily. "OY 


allowed for the tranſactions in our 


Lord's life between the firſt paſſover find: 


"1 feaſt recorded John v. 13 ſuppoſ- 
ing that the latter feaſt ſhould be placed: 


£7 unmediately after the call of Levi. 


> But you place this feaſt alice the . 


raculous feeding of the five thouſand, 


and the diſcourſe * conſequent upon it; 
and thus clog your hy potheſis with a 


new train of difficulties. During this 


further ſpace of time, there is expreſs 
mention of a ſabbath, Luke vi. 1; and. 


of another ſabbath, Luke vi. 6. The. 
Phartſees and Herodians having formed 


deſigns againſt * 8 life, he retired. to. 
the 


— 


'® John vi. 


F. 
w- 
* 


i 89 3 
the ſea of Galilee with his diſciples, ® 


and healed all the ſick of a great multi- | 


tude which followed him. Afterwards, + 


having paſſed a whole night in prayer, | 
he choſe the Twelve, healed many ſick, 


and copiouſly inſtructed his diſciples and 


ow on the mount. Then he return- 


o Capernaum, t and healed the Cen- 
turion's ſervant. F On the next day he 
went to Nain: but it is by no means 
neceſſary to ſuppoſe, with || you, that 


5 he performed this journey in one day, 


accompanied as he was by many of his 

diſciples and much people: the evan- 
i Mark 1. 7. Matth. xii. 15. 

8 ＋ Luke vi. 12, 13, 18, 20. vii. 1. 
1 Lake vii, 1=10. : 


8 Luke Vll, 11. 


{| Obſervations on harmony, p. 122. 1 


* 


* . 


— 


5 1 
« 
-_ 


9 
by 
_= 
+ 4 
1 
9 
i 
=o 
Y 
— 
bs. | 


* 
. _ . 2 
o - 8 — a L352 7 * 2 
5 | | - f l | ' N FEE” " LE RON 1 Ha 1 
74 N N p ne | . o - 9 S 
Boe ee . ͤ yg er R. r 
CI 8 Fol G * ling ohm) hath 7 | 9 n . — ——— . 
== — — D = — — — = — — — > — — = — 22 yt N 


„ 
: geliſt may mean that he undertook. 
the journey on the next day ; ; not that 
he finiſhed it. After this + John's diſ- 
ciples reparted to their maſter all Jeſus's 
actions, and two of them were deputed 
to attend Jeſus. At this time Jeſus re- 
ferred to his miracles at Choraſin and 
Bethſaida in a t manner which ſhews 
that he particularly viſited, thoſe cities. 
A ſecond S circuit through Galilee fol- 
| lowed, in which the Twelve were with 
Jeſus : and of this, I think, you take 
PET T 

'® See Adds xxii· 5. 6. 
[+ Matth. xi. 2. Luke vil. 18, 

T e N A1 . 1 

Matth. ix. 35. Mark vi. 6. Luke viii. 1. 
and for this Whiſton allows thirteen weeks. . 
Aller tations : p. 350. | 

} 


7 
Fo 
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no notice either in your xvüth beclon « or 
in your calendar. On his return * to 
Capernaum Jeſus croſſed the lake, and 


healed two Demoniacs of Gadara. He 


ſoon + paſſed over again to that city, was 


entertained by Matthew, and wrought 


great miracles. Then 1 he made his 
| ſecond viſit to Nazareth, and was again 
rejected there. Sg Afterwards he inſtruct- 
ed and ſent forth the Twelve; went 
| himſelf to teach and preach in the cities 


of Galilee; and the. Twelve alſo departed, 


and went through the towns, preaching the | 
Pr oy geſbel 


Mark iv. 35. v. 1, Kc. 
T Mark V. 21, 22, &c. 11. 1 
is ; Mark vi. — | 


8 Mark vi. 7. Matth. xi. 1. Luke ix. 6. 


4 


cl 


\' auſpel and healing every where, . On their 
. return, Jeſus retired with them from 
cuaapernaum into the deſert, croſſing the 
lake for that purpoſe; and the multi- 
tude followed him by land. In the 
evening he fed them, paſſed part of the 
night in prayer, and walked on the ſea 
to his diſciples. The next day, or ſoon 
after, he diſcourſed with the — 1 in 


3 


This b ſummary relation of the 
facts which, in addition to the former 
more nn examined by me, you 

nee 


3 * 


© Mark vi. 30, 31, 32, 33. 35, 46, 48. Joko 
„ 


93 1 


| compriſe within the compaſs * of fifty 


— 5 


According 


— The following are our Lord's journies during 


this ſuppoſed period of ty days: 


From an to . John i nl. 22. 
From Judea to Cana: John iv. 46. * - 
From Cana through Nazareth to Caper- 


naum: Matth. iv. 13. — 
The circuit about Galilee: Matth. iv. 23. 
From Capernaum to Jetuſalem : John v. 1. 


{This you defer to the cloſe of the 50 days. 
According to my plan an equal number 

of miles ſhould be reckoned for the re- 
turn. 


From Capernaum to Nain: Luke vii I, 11. 
To Choraſin and Bethſaida: Matth. xi. 21. 
The ſecond circuit about Galilee: Matth. 


_ 5. 
Grote? the lake i in a ſhip to Gadara, and 
D back to Capernaum : Mark. v. 1, 21. 
To Nazareth: Mark vi. . - 
Teaching and preaching in the cities of 
_ Galilee: Matth. xi. . 


And thus he muſt have tia eight 
miles a day, ac * 


Miles 
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According to my plan, theſe alone 
fill up a year, or ſomewhat more ga 
ten months, of our Lord's miniſtry ; as 
the feaſt mentioned John v. i. may be 
either the ſecond paſſover or the pente- 
coſt immediately ſubſequent to it. And 
I have St. John's authority for terminat- 
ing the year with a paſſover e 
by him c. vi. oh: Eo 


There are ſome general Aiſquiſitions 
during this period which will afford us 
rel ief after moſt of the preceding ones. 


8 our Lord's mention * * of Cho- 
raſm and Bethſaida as the ſcene of moſt 
of his mighty works, and of ſueh as 
would have convinced 4 Te and Sidon, 

I con- 


Matth. xi. 20—23. 


[91] 
J conclude that they had repeated as 
well as ample means of conviction. * 


There is only one miracle recorded as 
wrought near Bethſaida; and whoever 
has attended to our Lord's manner will 
diſcover traces in this relation that the 
inhabitants of that place were deemed b 
him unworthy of his further interpoſition 
to convert them. 


I think that Jeſus often viſited theſe 
places from Capernaum; and that he 
both taught in their ſynagogues and 
| f wrought 


*. Whifton allows as weeks for our Lord's | 
reſidence i in Choraſin, and eight more for his re- 
fidence in Bethſaida: a remarkable inſtance how 
much learned men differ in their ideas. AT 
fer tations : p 350. 


+ Mark. viii, 22— 26. 


1 * 


wrought miracles in their ſtreets. Cities 
twice mentioned with Capernaum ſeem 

to have enjoyed like means of reforma- 
tion with that favoured city: and the 

adopters of an hypotheſis ſhew them- 
| ſelves embarraſſed who muſt almoſt ne- 
ceſſarily recur to © a ſingle + miracle 
publicly performed,” or to * as much 
as was tranſacted at Capernaum | in the 
evening of a ſingle day,” as ſufficient 
grounds for ſuch awful declarations con- 
cerning the impenitence and puniſhment 


of theſe Cities. 


As to the manner t of our Lord's 
_ preaching, which is well worth attend- 
15 „ 


* Match xi. 21—23. Lake x. — 
t Letter : p. Xvi. 


I Ib. laſt paragraph. 
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ing to, it is certain that he ſometimes 
gave plain and parabolical inſtructions 
at large; though he had a natural and 
beautiful way of occaſionally introducing 
religious and moral leſſons from every 
object and incident. During his different 
circuits about Galilee, t he taught in the 
ſynagogues, and preached the goſpel of 
the kingdom. He departed from the 
Twelve to teach 4 and to preach. 
When the people reſorted to him, St. 
Mark informs us that, as $ HR was 
woxrT, he taught them. And ſome- 
E | times 

* Matth, c. v. &c. c. xii. xxi. xxii. Luke c. 

k- xviii. John c. v. vi. vill *. Xl. | 


+ Matth. iv. 23. is. 35. Obſerve Luke ir, 
16, &c. _ 


by Marth. . 
8 C. x. i. 
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times there are * circumſtances men- 


tioned, from which an attentive reader 


may collect that copious inſtructions 


were delivered. I can therefore by no 
means allow that our Lord's. « preach- 


ing + lay in ſo ſmall a compaſs” as you 


repreſent, or that what the evangeliſts t 
record as its ground work or ſubſtance, 


__ conſtituted the whole of it. 


I come now - to the ingenious argu- 
ment which you urge ſo ftrongly in 


Four — $ and letter, | that 


5 | ce Herod 


© Luke . 1). 

+ 18 p. xvi. 

+ Matth. iv. 17. Mark i. 16. 
$ p. 50. - 


P. xiv. xv. xix. 


1 99 J 
Herod is Plainly ſuppoſed by all the 


evangeliſts not to have heard any thing 


of Jeſus” during the long time in which 
[ repreſent him as. exerciſing his miniſ- 
try. I ſuppoſe him to have preached 
in Judea ſo long and with ſo much 
ſucceſs, as to have gained a decided 
ſuperiority over John, which muft of 


courſe have been a thing of great noto- 


riety; and I alſo ſuppoſe him to have 
preached © long after this, till near the 


third paſſover, which is, in all, almoſt 


co years before the death of John:“ and 
pet Herod “ really entertained the no- 
tion that Jeſus muſt have been John 
| himſelf riſen from the dead.” And 
_ * Herod was a Jew, {ſurrounded by 
Jews, and not unattentive to his religion, 
who had even taken ſome pleaſure in 


E2 hearing 
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hearing John preach, for we read Mark 
vi. 20. that e did many things, (proba- 
Hly things that John had recommended) 
and heard hum gladly ; and this preaching 
of Jeſus had been always near. his own 
dominions, (for it was probably in his 
way to Galilee,) and the whole country 
of Judea at that time, including all Ga- 
lilee, was not much larger than Sg 
| = aa | 
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* You thought it neceſſary to aſfign ſome 
reaſon why Herod might be ſuppoſed 
not to have heard of Jeſus during the 
fer weeks that, on your hy potheſis, he 
had preached before the death of John, 
aſcribing it to his being probably en- 
gaged in a multiplicity of buſineſs ot 
pleas! ure.“ 


ws 


1 0 Þ 

But may not the queſtion be fairly 
_ aſked, whether your ſcheme is not as 
Arongly affected by this difficulty as 
mine t 

We muſt both ſuppoſe that Jeſus 
publicly wrought miracles at the firſt 
paſſover, that in Judea all men came to 
him, that his diſciples were more nu- 


merous than thoſe of John at that par- 
ticular period, and that Jeſus's ſuperior 


ſucceſs was known to the Phariſees. 


We muſt Pants agree that in Gali- 
lee Jeſus preached very publicly, made 
many converts, was often attended by 
multitudes, and wrought a great num- 
ber of aſtoniſhing miracles: and parti- 
N that he went about all Galilee, 

1 that 
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that he appointed the Twelve, and made 
a ſecond circuit about Galilee in com- 


pany with them. But we allot very 


different portions of time for theſe extra 
ordinary incidents: you aſſign about ſix 


weeks for them, and 1 repreſent them 


as e in about two 1 


A ſhort ld very thick ſown 
with uncommon events, ſeems more re- 
markable,than a long one through which 
the ſame events are diſperſed : and when 
the attendance of multitudes on an e- 
minent perſon is hardly intermitted, a 


jealous governour, and his adherents 


throughout his dominions, are more Iike- 
ly to be alarmed with apprehenſions of 


tumult and ſedition. 


| T4 | 
. 15 There 


FF 8 1 


There are other auler which it 
equally imports each of us to conſider ; 5 
that, during our reſpective intervals, Je- 


ſus's fame went through all Galilee 


and Syria; that the ruling + Jews of 
Jeruſalem paid conſtant attention to his 
conduct; that John t did not mention 


| Jeſus to Herod in his frequent confe- 


rences with him; and that John in 
priſon & heard of Jeſus's works, though 
| Herod did not hear of them in his pa- 
hace. The difficulties peculiar to me 


= — 4 " 


Matth. iv. 24. See alſo Mark i i. 28. Luke 


Iv. 14. Matth. ix. 26. 


4 John iv. 1. Luke v. 17. vi. 7. Mark Ut, 223 
Matth. xii. 38. 1 ix. 34. 


1 Mark vi. 20. 
= Matth. xi. 2. 
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are, that I muſt palate 1 ſeven Jewiſh 


feaſts to have elapſed inſtead of one; 


and that other means of conveying the 


rumour of Jeſus to Herod muſt be mul- 
t ipled in a Za courſe of t time. | 


However, 1 think this a looſe topical . 
argument, not to be placed 1 in the ſcale. 
againſt poſitive internal evidence in the 
goſpels themſelves: and I find this 


maxim laid down in books on the art 
of reaſoning, Teſtimonium non valet 


negative. 
b | | ” 
The concluſiveneſs of this argument 
may be invalidated many ways. It 
proceeds on the ſuppoſition that Herod 


moſtly reſided in his tetrarchy during 
the time in queſtion; a fact which can- 


not 


„„ 
not be proved. When Joſephus gives 
the character of his brother Philip, te- 
trarch of Iturea and Trachonitis, he ob- 

ſerves of him as ſomewhat remarkable, 


that he lived wholly in the country tri - 
butary to him. It muſt alſo be ſup-- 
poſed that the preaching of Jeſus was in 
Herod's neighbourhood. But who can 
prove that Herod did not uſually reſide: 
in Perea beyond Jordan? This diſtrict 
was part of his government, and lay 
entirely out of the way to Jeruſalem :: 
and I believe that the chief or ſole cauſe 
of communication between one. place 
and another in Paleſtine, a country ad- 
dicted to agriculture, was attendance on 
the national feaſts. And it is not mere- 
ly the ſize of a country, but the inter- 

5 E 5 courſe 


| 
* Ant. xviii. iv. 6, Ed, Havere. 
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[ 106 3 1 
courſe between places, which muſt be 


conſidered, when the queſtion is, wke- 
ther the knowledge of facts is likely to 


be propagated throughout it. In Perea 


Herod built “ Julias in honour of Au- 
guſtus's daughter, that emperor having 


| inveſted him with the dominions which 


his father + Herod had bequeathed to 
him. And Joſephus T lays the ſcene of 
| Jpn the baptiſt's death in the caſtle of 
Machærus, 
* B. J. ü. ix. I. 
I Mentioned Matth. ti. 3. 


1 Ant. xvili. v. 2. Lamy doubts hs genuine- 
neſs of this paſſage, becauſe Machærus is ſaid in 


ie preceding ſeQion to have been in the domini- 
nions of Aretas, Herod's enemy. But the ſenſe 
of the hiſtorian may be, that Aretas's daughter 


had been often ſent to Machærus, which then 


belonged to her father, though it was afterwards 


eeded to Herod. 


7 OT 
Machærus, ſituated in the extremity of 
Perei towards the Arabian mountains: 
where it ſhould ſeem, by #avri; Mark 
vi. 23, that Herod dwelt at the time 
when John was beheaded. 


We find Herod remarkably attentive 
to the Romans. When. Vitellius was 
ſent againſt Artabanus king of Parthia, 
and made a truce with him at the Eu- 
Phrates, Herod * furniſhed a banquet fo 05 
them at that river. It is poſſible that 
a viſit to a Roman governour at Ceſarea 
or Damaſcus, or a journey to Rome it- 


ſelf, might occupy Herod during a oa 
"wu of our Lord's HO” 


1 He 


* Ant, xviu. Iv. 5. 
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He was involved in a war with Are- 
tas, king of Arabia, father to his, firſt 


wife; by ſhameleſsly | marrying, in the 
life time of her huſband, his niece He- 
rodias, wife of his brother Philip: whoſe 


affections he won, with the greateſt de - 


gree of unnatural baſeneſs, while he was 


hoſpitably received on his way to Rome. 


And it would be difficult to prove that 
he was not employed in training his 
forces for war, and fortifying his fron- 


tier cities of Perea, during part of our 


Lord's ſtay in Galilee. Sir. Il. Newton 


1 thinks that Chriſt alluded to Herod's 


actual march of his army againſt Are- 
tas, Luke xiv. 31: but according to 


Jotphu's + account, this event ſeems 
SN x | | 0 


* Obſervations on Daniel p- 149. 1 


f Ant. xvii. . 


. [ wog ] 
to have happened. not long before the 
death of Tiberius, However, the diſpute 
concerning the borders of the territory 
about Gamala may have quickly 
ſucceeded the domeſtic cauſe of enmity; 
and it would naturally turn Herod's at- 


tention to the parts of his dominions 
eaſtward of Tn} | 


But let us conſider this matter in 
another light. | Jeſus was 1 
for his lowlineſs and prudence. He 
frequently forbad men to proclaim his 
character and miracles: he retired into 
deſert places, and avoided the multi- 
tude. It was not till after his fame had 
reached Herod, which might be occa- 
ſioned by the preaching and miracles of 
the 


* Ant. xviii. v. 1, 3» 
_ }- Ib. To 


o 
the Twelve, that he fed large numbers, 
and that they deſigned to make him a 
king. So peaceable and unambitious a 
demeanour challenged not the notice of 
the civil powers; and was very unlike 
that of the inſurgents, and enemies to 
| the Romans, mentioned by + Gamaliel. 
And though the Jewiſh rulers jealouſly 
attended to every thing that affected the 
national religion, and the good diſciples 
of John obſerved the conduct of him 
whom their maſter ſo ſtrongly recom- 
mended to their notice; yet men of ſe- 
cular views and employments might 
think the reports concerning Jeſus ex- 
aggerations of the credulous vulgar, and 
might deem it a IN "EIS 
accounts 


* Jchn vi. 15. 
+ AQts v. 36, 37. 


0 =, 


accounts of ſuch tranſactions: eſpe- 
cially as there is reaſon to ſuppoſe that 
pretenders to ſupernatural n were 


not uncommon at that ſeaſon. 9. The 
filence of friends might ariſe from pru- 


dence; that of enemies, from contempt 
| 2 1 5 1 of 


* Few ſcriptural queſtions of a curious nature 

| have eſcaped the induſtry and ſagacity of Le Clerc. 
On this ſubject he ſays, © Herod little troubled 
himſelf about what regarded religion, provided he 


was obeyed in other matters.” Nouveau teſt. on 


John iv. 3. And again: © It might eaſily hap- 


pen that this prince, plunged in pleaſures, and 
ſurrounded by. perſons like himſelf, did not hear 
of Jeſus's miracles till about two years after he 
had begun to preach the goſpel. Thoſe who at- 


tend a court have very rarely a taſte for what does 


not flatter their paſſions, regard only riches-ho- 


nour and pleaſures, and inform themſelves only 


about what relates to them.” Ib. on Mattb. 
Aly, "8 
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1 
of a Galilean prophet, or from inability 
to accuſe m. 

In order to reconcile the evangeliſts, 
not to account for Herod's ignorance 
about Jeſus, I fay,. * Herod firſt 
doubted + who Jeſus was, but at length 3 
reſolved that he was John the baptiſt 
riſen. from the dead.” Upon which you 
thus obſerve: A very S extraordinary 


doubt in the circumſtances in which your 


lordſhip places Herod; but a more ex- 
traordinary determination, after, What we 
| 5 muſt 


Harmony: p. 26. 
1 f Luke ix. 7. | 
4 Matth. xiv. 2. Mark vi 14, 16. 


5 Letter: p. xiv. 


\ 


We” 


1 
muſt ſome deliberation and en 
| ny 55 


| Now ande Herod a might audits have 
obtained a diſtinct account of Jeſus, if 
he preached in his dominions K few 
weeks, as if he preached there many 
montis; I do not ſee how the doubt 
and determination are extraordinary on 
my hypotheſis and * plauſible on your's: 
as there might be © ſome deliberation 
and enquiry ” in both caſes. 
J muſt obſerve on Luke ix. 7, that 
Some beſides Herod, when they heard of 
Jeſus, thought that John was riſen from 
. dead: and therefore theſe alſo were 


ſtrangers 


C Obſervations on harmony, p. 50. 
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E 
ſtrangers to his perſon and miniſtry be- 
fore the death of the baptiſt. This opi- 
nion was likewiſe adopted by many of 
the Jewiſh people. Mum ſay the people 
that I am! They anſwering ſaid, Toh. the 
Baptiſt. Sc. Luke ix. 18, 19. Matth. 
Xvi. 14. Mark Vii. 28, Let us now 
ſuppoſe a Deiſt to take up your argu- 
ment, and ſay, that the evangelical hiſ- 

tory confutes itſelf: Herod and many 
_ * ethers did not hear of certain tranſ- 
actions repreſented as very public; and 

| therefore they did not happen. Surely 

this would not be thought A W kind 
of reaſoning, | 


— to the tenour of the goſpel 
hiſtory, and follow wherever it leads. 
I am little concerned about the inatten- 

| tion 


1 


tion or avocations of Herod and his 


friends about the ſtrange doubts of ca- 


Price, or the ſtrange reſolves of a guilty : 


conſcience. 


With reſpe& to the „ of 


the vth and vith chapters of St. John, 
I have obſerved that, John v. 2x, 25, 
Jeſus prophecies that he would ſhortly. 


raiſe ſome from the dead : and therefore 
that this whole chapter cannot ſtand 


after the feeding of the five thouſand, 
and confequently after the raiſing of 
Fairus's daughter and the widow of Nain's 


| ſon. For the prediction implies that Je- 

ſus had not yet wrought a miracle. of 
this kind.“ „ 

The 


Notes on my harmony, p. 15. 
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The ancient manner of writing on 
ſkins of parchment, * joined together 
and rolled up, is unfavourable to the 
idea of tranſpoſition in general; and, as 
the diviſion 'into chapters is of modern 
date, the particular tranſpoſition of one 
chapter into the place of another carries 
Jeſs plauſibility with it. | 
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The 3 of John vi. 1 Aud | 
the paſſover, a feaſt of the Jews, was nigh, 
is the point which next comes before us. 
Fn the notes on my harmony I have 
employed almoſt a folio + page in ſup- 
port of this paſſage. What can 
better eſtabliſh a reading than the ge- 
neral conſent of manuſcripts and ver- 

ſions? 
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fions ? * Mill remarks on this verſe, 
25 rde evi Lehle ſimpliciter, abſque me- 
. dio 5 ich, ut alias, c. ii. 13. xi. 55: 


ſed cum ſummus ſit exemplarium con- 


Jenſus in recepta lectione, prætermiſſum 
fuiſſe probabile eſt a ſcriba quopiam 


5 ioßſu tanquam ſuperfluum. It is true 
that the words ;; 100% are omitted in Chry- 


ſoſtom and in one Greek MS : but the 


reſt of the verſe is uniformly repreſented 


as it ſtands in our editions. Shall we 


then oppoſe to this the conjecture of 
+G. J. Voſſius, Mr. J Mann, Biſhop Pearce, 
. 8 and 


* Proleg. lxxxv. - 


| + This learned writer having been quoted as 


authority for omitting 72 T&oxye,: I ſhall ſubjoin 
what I find in his works on this __ 
advanced the ancient notion that Chrift preached 
one year, he adds: Unus eft evangeliſtæ locus, 
qui 
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k 1 1 
and Dr. prieſtley; ; ſome of whom have 
been imperceptibly led to view this mat- 


qui ui percellere 1170 valide videtur, ut pen> periculum 


fit ne navi noſtræ frangat ratem.” He means John 
vi. 4. which he thus explains: Hic plane ſer- 
monem eſſe de inſtanti paſcate pavpwoiw, clare 


_ Elucebit Joannem cum Luca C. i. 51. conſerenti.” 
Opera vol. vi. p. 83. Amſt. 1901. Again: p. 84: 


«© Quazre nihil opus . Joannis vi. 4 ſcriptum 
prius ſuiſſe 2 & , d doch Tor Ida, ac ſer- 
monem fuiſſe de feſto ozwwornyias de quo c. vii: 
ſed librarium, cum id non attenderet, rde ad- 
ſcripſiſſe, atque id ex gloſſemate irrepſiſſe in tex- 
tum. Sane ſic nihil quidem ſit ordinatius: quia 
ſe mutuo feſta fic conſequentur : Paſcha Joannis 
c. ii: Pentecoſte c. v: appropinquatio ſcenopegiæ 
c. vi: ſcenopegia ipſa c. vii: Encænia, c. x: hinc 
inſtans paſcha poſterius, c. xi. ac deinceps. Et 


videri poſſint vetuſtiſſimi nomen Paſchæ non legiſſe 


Joan. vi. quia unum — vel \provieres menſes 


paucos 


1 119 1 


ter through a 15 unfavourable to 
the ery of truth? 


I have 


paucos, Ctriftum ajunt pradicaſſe. Sed 1510 ut 


dixi, recurrere eft opus ad tam violentam loci ejus 
inter pretationem : quando in ſcripturis non pauca 


ſunt Urye glica, et tale hic quoque eſſe ex Luca 
oſtendimus. De annis Chriſti: diſſertatio ſecun- 
da: the treatiſe to which Mr. Mann refers: ed. 
Lat. p. 174. 


1 1 find the following hiſtory of Mr. Mann's 
opinion in the biographia Britannica, vol. i ; 2d 
ed. p. 245. The learned Mr. Whiſton, in his 
Harmony of the goſpels, contended that the tran{- 
actions recorded by the evangeliſts included above 
four years. But Dr. Bentley, from his own per- 
uſal of Matthew Mark and Luke (not pretending 
the ſame of John) revived the Valentinian notion, 
that our Saviour preached only one year. This 
opinion he mentioned to archbiſhop Sharp, who 

poke of it with concern. From Dr. Beniley the 


notion 
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2 hs allo obſerved that there. are 


;1# HF reaſons for retaining this text; 


becauſe St. Mark has: z To NM Xiflw, on 
the green graſs, * which fuits the time 
of the paſſover ; the graſs, accordi ing to 


Mr. Mann + himſelf, being quite ſcorched 


up in May: and becauſe, if we ex- 
Purge 


notion was communicated to Dr. Hare, and by 
him to his pupil Mr. Nicholas Mann, afterwards 
maſter of the charter- houſe, who defended it with 
ſo much learning and fagacity, that Mr. Whiſton 
himſelf ſaid, that he had demonſtrated an impoſſi- 


bility, as well as an impoſſibility, could be demon- 


ſtrated. 'It is well known that the ſame hypotheſis 
hath lately been ſupported by many additional ar- 
guments, and with much critical acuteneſs, by 
Dr. , 


6 . oo. | : 


+ Engliſh ed. p. 171. 


. 1 
punge this verſe, there will be want of 
force in the obſervationJohn vil. r, 


But © the early Chriſtian fathers could 


not have ſuppoſed, as they did, that our 


Lord preached only one year, if, in their 


copies of the goſpel, this text had been 
the ſame that it is in ours.” * 


1 have given a diſt in reply to your 


additional argument from the ſilence of 
Irenzus about the word paſſover in this 


verſe, when © he was moſt eagerly bent 


on collecting all the evidence he poſſibly 
could againſt the opinion of the Valen- 


tinians, viz. that Chriſt preached only 


one year.” Irenæus only propoſed to 


mention how often at the ſeaſon of the 


F paſſover | 


»VLetter: p. xvii. Oblervations on the hare 
mony, p. 43. Mann, p. 174, ed. Lat. | 
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paſſover our Lord after his baptiſm went 


tion of John vi. 4 was not to his im- 
mediate purpoſe; becauſe this very evan- 


up to Jeruſalem. And therefore . 4 


geliſt informs us, c. vn. 1, that Jeſus 
did not attend that Feſtival, Another 
reaſon for Irenzus's filence may be aſ- 


ſigned. He might poſſibly think that 


the paſſover alluded to was that at which 


Chriſt ſuffered. This writer, who died 
A. D. 202, thought the notion of the 


munifterial year ſo contrary to the goſpels 
that he Wyn, Falſa ergo oftenſa eſt & 
anni & duodecimi menſis abſolutio 
corum; & debent aut abſolutionem ſuam 
aut * reprobare. ee, 


„ That even Euſcbius had. not. this 
44 Wh you ſtill think very probable, 
3 8 becauſe 
. 13 c. 39. ed. Grabe. e fr pe: 


_ 


| ang J 
becauſe he maintained, ® that the fhree 
firſt evangeliſts recorded the; actions of 
our Saviour for one year only, viz. after 
the impriſonment of John the baptiſt;, 
ſince events that, you believe, all har- 
moniſts refer to periods before this paſſ- 
over are noticed by the other evange- 
Uſts, as having happened after the im- 
priſonment of John; and a whole year 
at leaſt muſt neceſſarily have 1ntervened 
between this paſſover and that in which 
our Lord n N 


And yet Dr. Lanka has nearly the 
ſame aſſertion: © In the three other 


evangeliſts, who relate chiefly our Lord's 
F. 2 moſt 

2 ili. c. 24. 

4 Letter: p. xvii. Obſervations on harmony: 
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moſt public preaching” after John the 
baptiſt's impriſonment, is the hiſtory 
of only ſomewhat more than the ſpace 
of one year: how much more is not 
very "gg to ſay.” * 2 p. il. v. Wl. 
Z 3 7, 8 
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But in another place of his hiſtory 
Fuſebius ſays, Therefore the whole 
time of our Saviour's teaching is ſhewn 
to be not entirely four years*.” And 
in his demonſtratio evangelica is the fol- 
lowing. paſſage: The whole time of 
our Saviour's teaching and working mi- 
racles is related to be three years and a” 
half. This the Evangeliſt John will in 
forme meaſure ſhew to ſuch as accurately 
trace his goſpel.” Hence arifes a ſtrong 
— that Euſcbius, who * 
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H. E. i. c. 10, 


1 125 |, 
A. D. 342, read John vi. 4, as it now 
ſtands. It is unknown to us what events 
he ranged between the impriſonment of 

John anal the miraculous feeding of the 
five thouſand: and therefore his diſtri- 
| bution of them my have been indefen- 
ſible. 


Tadian lived about A. D. 172. If 


his harmony is genuine, of which * Lard- 
ner doubts, he divided our Lord's mi- 
niſtry into three years, and ſuppoſed the 
| feaſt mentioned John v. 1, to be Pente- 
colt : a preſumption that the text now 
treated of was in his copies. 


| Origen died A. D. 2 54. Lardner is 
a more pnprejudiced judge of his words 


than Mr. Mann. The following paſſage 


F * occurs 


. Cred. p. ii. v. ii. 133. 
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das was not three years with Jeſus. 
is true, he ſpeaks in another place t of 


r 


occurs in his credibility : * Irenæus com- 
puted three paſſovers in our Saviour's 

miniſtry : Origen too ſays, that I Ju- 
1 


our Lord's having preached only a year 
and ſome months. But he may be re- 
conciled by ſuppoſing only, that he 
thought our Saviour's whole miniftry was 


above J ty o, but not ques three years, 


"whit 


| Dae G ny, 723 
95 p. . v. — "BY 5. % I 5-65 
"F Contra Cels. I. 2. P p. p. 67 cant. 8 1. p- 397. 
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1 27 1 
whilſt the moft public part of it did not 


conſiſt of more than a Red and. ſome 
— d 2:28 Lon 


a 
318 


Epiphanius, who lived A. D. 368, ſays 


that there are two paſſovers in our Lord's 


miniſtry, according to St. John's goſpel; 
and that he ſuffered at the third paſſover 
in the thirty third year of his life on earth; 
and in another place, There were thice 
paſſovers | in our Lord's minifir gn 


— 


The ſubſtance of "the text under 22 


view gecurs alſo in Chry ſoſtom, who 


died A. . 40% and in the paraphraſe 
of t Nonnus, who live+ A. D. 410. 
| „ And 


- Ses the ENS paſſages, Landing cred. p. 
li, v. vin. 316. 
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And therefore Jerom, Sulpicius Severus, 


and Auſtin probably read ſo: for the 
Hteſt of theſe ſurvived Chry ſoſtom only 
twenty | three years. 


33 * 


* 


Nd your general argument ſeems 
to admit of a ſatisfactory reply: The 
ancient fathers could never have imagin- 


ed, as they did, that Chriſt preached 


only one year, if this third paſſover had 


been expreſsly mentioned in their copies 
of the ® gol pel.“ 3 


But before 1 go on to this and other | 
topics affecting the whole period of our 
Lord's miniſtry, I muſt obſerve, for the 
ſake of method, that the laſt year of 


5 „ 
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® Obſervations on harmony: p. 43+ Letter: 


p. Xvi. 
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Jeſuss preaching is included between 
the paſſover mentioned John vi. 4, and 
| that at which he was crucified : fo that 
on the whole he exerciſed his public 


obe * 2 1 * and fix 


1 — how = I Cocke the „ 


nel of your general argument, becauſe 
reaſons can be aſſigned why ſome of the 
e chien writers eſpouſed the 

BF go + opinion 


* 1. About fix months between his baptifin and 


the firſt paſſover: 
2. A year more, if che feaſt john v. 1. be 


mought the paſſo ver; and a year and fifty days, 


i it be thought the feaſt of Penteqoſt: N 


* year, or a year wanting fifty days, to the 
paſſover mentioned John vi. 4 : 


4. A year from that time to bis erueifxion. 
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three firſt 
1 recorded only our Lord's 
actions for * one year after John's im- 
priſonment: and they ſeem to have put 
us's miniſtry 
for — WAA 


It is Hkewiſe very cl 


pretatic n of Iſaiah Ii. 2. f Clement's 
words are, And that he, 
only a year is s thus written: He ſent me 


to preach the acceptable Year of the - 


eee e 2 


+ Stromat. x. 340. quoted by Mann, p. 15% 


Clement died A. D. a0 + ©. 


2 532 


9776 
e 


that their no- 
Gow was founded on 2 miſtaken inter- 


| ans 

Lord.“ And Trenzus ſpeaks thus of 
the * Valentinians: Duodecimo menſe 
dicunt eum paſſum — & ex prophets 


tentant hoc ipſum confirmare : ſcriptum 


enim eſt, Vocare f annum Dei acceptum. 
And again: + Illi autem, ut figmentum 
ſuum de eo quod fcriptum eſt, Vocare 
annum Dei acceptum, affirment, dicunt 
eum uno anno prædicaſſe. $ 


” Oi wo - : 4-» -, 
% Es 5 1 — L * x 


I T ſhall here fubjoin the ſum of what 
Whiſton ſays on this ſubject. Si d. * 
ane, p. 3525 3, 4— ME 


.. 
; 9 


Valentinus lived about A. D. 1 80. 


Þ. L. ii. 63K ed. Grabs, © '# + 


v4 Ib. c. * NY 
$ See alfo Gor, on n Luke | iv. 18. 


* 
2 2 


1 
1 
&* = 7 
2 
1 
1 
= 
1 
* 5 * 
; | 
7 a 
Na 
_ 0 
; 
= 22 
þ 


3 
> ihe; pinion of the ſingle year of 
Chriſt's miniſtry] is not pretended to be 
true of Ignatius, or Irenæus, or Euſebius, 
Jjerom. Clements education had 
— — chile under ſome of the odd 
heretics; and principally, as it is pro- 
bable, under Theodotus the Valenti- 


. 
- 


*S 7 4 *** 


As for Tertullian, though in one 
Place. contra Jud. p. 8, he determines 
dea was on the 1 Sth 
of Tiberius, yet does he in another con- 
feſs that he was made manifeſt on the 


22th: contra Marcion. 1. 15. . 


We know not exactly to what year Afrſcanus 
aſerides the death of Chriſt ; and Origen fays, that 
Judas was not three years with Jeſus: p. 356, 7. 


PEI In rr e e Ge SR 


tn 133 1 
And for Lactantius in the fourth cen- 
tury, he determines alſo that the death 
of Chriſt was on the 15th of Tiberius: 
inſtitut. iv. 14: but how long he thought 
his miniſtry laſted I do not know that he. 
_ where informs us. TL REL) 


For dhe ſen: of four or three 


years at the leaſt we have the expreſs 
teſtimony of Ignatius — in his larger 
epiſtle to the 'Trallians, p. 10: and that 
cited as his in the chronicon paſchale 
at the xvilith: of Tiberius, that Chriſt 
was three decads of years old when he 


was baptiſed, and afterwards N 


the goſpel three years.” 


Ignatius lived the latter end of the 
| firſt and the beginning of the ſecond 
| _ but Lardner r. that, accord- 
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n 
ing to the general opinion of learned 
men, his larger epiſtles are interpolated. | 
Evech Felt EM 0. C. e FX 


cd ut dg til heben, cbt bib" 
Dan. c. ix, uſes the following words, 
and ſays that they are agreeable to the 
opinion t of Apollinarius, biſhop of Lao- 
dicea in the fourth century: Triceſime 
Juxta evangeliſtam Lucam anno ætatis 
ſuæ cœpit in carne Dominus evangelium 
Prædicare; & juxta Johannem evange- 
liſtam, per tria paſchata 4085 = PE] im- 
plerit annos. _ . 


- a > 
ons 


By my notation of A. D. 30, I mean 
the true year of Chriſt's life. It firſt 


occurs in the page where St. Luke ſays 
that 


„See Cred. p. i v. i. 837. 
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chat Jeſus was about phirty:y years of. age 
beginning ſo · to be, or entering on that 
year, as I underſtand the paſſage; and 
I ſay in my preface that I do not 
diſcuſs points of chronology which reſt 
on authorities beyond the compaſs of the 
goſpels themſelves.” Indeed, think if 
Was born AU. C. 747, 8, or 9; and 
whether St. Luke ſpeaks of the 15th 
year of Tiberius's reign, as it hegan from 
the death of Auguſtus, or from Tibe- 
rius's admiſſion intq a partgerſhip of the 
empire three or four years before; that 
nothing can be argued from ſuch uncer- 
tain dates about 10 e of Chrift's 


But you * « ith that I ha attended 
more particularly to the conduẽt of Luke 
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with itſelf . He dates 


. P 
and, according to the courſe of his nar- 
| rative, as all perſons muft have con- 
cluded if no other goſpel had been ex- 
tant, it was in the year immediately' fol- 
lowing this that Chrift ſuffered.” You 
call this'a * neceſſary inference,” and 


repreſent the evangeliſt as taking it 
for granted that the date of the more 
important event, the death of Chriſt, 
might be eaſily and certainly inferred 
from the courſe of his narrative.” And 
particular ly you fay that, © according 
to my idea of his conduct, he omitted 
every note of time that could poſſibly 
diſtinguiſh the three or four years which 

1 ſuppoſe to have interyened between 


wth © - Mx. 
3 
2 ES IC 
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theſe events.” „0 And again you defire 

me © to attend to the very. remarkable 
omiſſion of all notes of time for ſo many 
Fears as I ſuppoſe ee e 
: goſpels of Matthew Mark and Luke. - 


1 mites, think that St. Luke furniſhed 
ſuch circumſtantial dates to ſhew in what 
à remarkable period of the world, in 
| how very fit a Þ time, the goſpel be- 
gan to be preached. This ſufficed for 
the great purpoſes of .Chriſtianity, with- 
out preciſion as to other events. The 
times of the birth and paſſion. of Chriſt 
were not material to religion ;” and * re- 
lating to the years of Chriſt's. miniſtry, | 


* Letter: [2 Svlii, xiv. 


+ Gal. iv. 4. BL” 
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his death; and his birth, there is nd tra- 
dition worth conſidering 58. ns Rt 
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And ſuppoſing that St. Luke, and alſo 
St. Matthew and St. Mark, omitted 
every note of time that could poſſibly 
aiſtinguifh the three or four years of Je- 
ſusꝰs miniſtry which I reckon; I cannot 
fee the neceſſity of your inference. The 
eoncluſion as to the length of Chriſt's 
would be left at large, to be 
i by the nature of the 
tranſactions related. es ee 


532 * \ « 
3 J {2.3% * 


Sir J. Newton on Daniel: p. 144147. 


+ Notes on the harmony, p. 34. 
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The three fiſt evangelifts record Je- 
fus's pubhe preaching in Galilee, imme- 
diately after his temptation; and they 
omit the firſt paſſover and other ng 
mediate events. But they all imply a 
PHPaſſqver after the impriſonment of Jchn, 
when they mention * the plucking. and: 
eating of ears of corn. St. Luke + refers? 
to ſome national feltive al between the ſe - 
cond and third: paſſover: There is alſo 
another implication of the paſchal ſeaſon, 
when St. Mark ſays that the five thou- 
ſand; when they were miraculouſly fed 


by Jefus, ſat down on the green graſs. 
St. Luke alludes to one or t yo of our 


t K INCL e 
„ Match. all. 1. Mark il. 23 n, W. 
+ C. xiii. 1. 


* Mark vi. 35 See notes on my harmony 3 
p. — 2 
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Lord's · journies to Jeruſalem beſides his 
laſt; and records a + reference to his- 
preaching in Judea and Jeruſalem. He 
and St. Matthew ſuppoſe our Lord to have 
been + often at Jeruſalem ; and the afto- 
niſhment and fear of the Twelve, deſcrib- 
ed by 8 Mark, imply that Jeſus had be- 
bore incurred danger at Jeruſalem. |. And 
our Lord's words, q From the days of Jom 
the baptift until now, are better ſuited to/ 
| the opinion that the baptiſt's impri- 
ſonment had taken place eight or ten 
: P * 38. xvii. 1 Fe | | >” 4 
T Math. xxiii, 37, Lake zi. 34. 
5 C. x. 32. 
[ See John xi. 8. 
Matthew xi. 
$ x niel p. 153: 


L thr ] 

months before, than about: . * weeks. 
The parable of the fig tree, which 
had been barren for three years and was 
to be cut down unleſs by care and cul- 
ture it bore fruit the fourth year, will 
certainly receive additional beauty if we 
' ſuppoſe that it refers to the time of our 
Lord's preaching; though I do not think 
it with Whiſton next T to a demon- 
ſtration that our Saviour's miniſtry did 
not laſt leſs than four compleat years, 
and in itſelf a thorough confutation of 
the Valentinian, and all other the like 


ſchemes that ſhorten it.“ 
Thoſe 


| * Calendar: p. 140, 141. Obſervations on 
harmony, p. 93, you make the whole of John's 
impriſonment about five weeks. 


7 Luke xiii. —. 
1 Six diſſertations: p. 355. e ( 
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1 „ 
- Thofe who thirk Lake xi 325 3, ap- 
vlicable to the years of Carin miniſtry 


mult ſuppoſe chat he was crucified in 
the- third year of it: A ws denoting a 


year in-the | words, Behold I caſt out de- 


anons ahd I do cures to day and to morrow z 


— — 
 * þ 114 . * 
. 3 .S 0 -- 2 * * — * 2 $ wh * „ . 3 - * ' 


92 is faid of? Weds, Ait at the laft 


paſſover he had deſired to ſce Jeſus "of 


a long ſeaſon : "which, according to your 


: plan, will denote a -ſpace of ſomewhat 


more than ten months, and according 
to mine, of ſomewhat more than a year. 
What force there ie in Whiſton's 
ſuggeſtion, that our Lord's words to 
Philip, Have I been fo Dung a time oith 
2 oof? 


© 


* Luke xx11.$, 


WM 143 ] 


you A import a more protracted inter- 
courſe than your ſyſtem admits, is a 


point which well deſerves conſideration. 


1 


4 


This remark N to my. memory 
An ſimilar paſſage; +. Ale Je alſo yet 1 
out underſtanding ? ? which you place not 
five weeks after the appointment of the 


on Jeſus for about: a year, as the gene- 
rality of harmoniſts fuppoſe, affords bet- 
ter ground for expoſtulation on account 
of a ſlender progreſs | in ole 10 


My reaſon r. mentioning theſe paſ- 


ſages i is, that I might ſomewhere take 


notice of all the marks of time reſpecting | 


5 the 
> , John xiv. 9. 


+ Matth. xv. 16. 


1 Calendar: p. 141, 2. 
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1 
de length of our Lord's miniſtry, or 


ſuppoſed to 2 it. 


Upon the a it appears to me 
that the three firſt evangeliſts relate the 
hiſtory of our Lord's fo for two years, 
and about four months or more; accord- 
ing as John iv. 35 is underſtood, 


Still 1 believe that the ſagacity of 


critics would have been fruitleſsly em- 


ployed about theſe hints, but for John's 


| ſupplemental hiftory : and from the 
marks of time furniſhed by the four 


evangeliſts the years of our Lord's mi- 
niſtry muſt be ſettled. 


r our Lord really preached 
three or four years, and conſequently 


1 the evangeliſts have ſometimes paſſed 


over 


1 45 J 


over all the events of whole years at a 
time, is it not ſurpriſing, that none of 


them ſhould ever connect thoſe very 
diſtant parts of their narrative by ſuch 


Phraſes as the year follmwing, after one, or 


after two years, &c. - We find — nothing 
that implies ſuch chaſms as are com- 
monly ſuppoſed.” * og 


T have given ſeveral + inſtances | of 


| chaſms in the goſpels, diſcoverable by 
a compariſon of them with each other. 
The three firſt evangeliſts record events 
ſcattered through the whole of our Lord's 
public miniſtry; and the largeſt f omiſ- 
8 


: lions 
o Obſervations on the harmony, p-. 49. 
＋ Notes on my harmony, p. 4. 


4 Matthew iv. 11—12: Mark i. * 14 
Luke iv. 13—14. | 
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a 
ſions are thoſe from the temptation to 
thepreaching im Gallee immediately at 
ter John's inprifonment, and thoſe 
of the period during which our Lord 


attended che feafts of . les and 
dedieation. St. John furniſtres ſome of 
the intermediate events in both łheſe in- 
tervals: and in his ſupplemental goſpel 
has great omiſſions, and + one of about 
a whole year. However, the mode of 
writing uſed by Matthew Mark and 
Luke is not uncommon in the beft bio- 
eraphers of antiquity. And what was 
the end of their writing? Tat t we 
1g, believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the 
5 Son 


* Matthew c. xviii-xix. Mark c. ix— x. 
+ C. »—i. 


J + John XX. 31. 


Son of Go, und that 'believing we -might 
have life through-tus name. What you ſay 
concerning the -order of time, is Juſt as 
applicable to notations of tine. The® 
capital uſes of the -gofpel did not: require 
them.” If we conſider · the immuliate 


object of the apoſtles and evangeliſts 


in preaching Chriſt, namely, to make 
their hearers good men, to affect man- 
Kind with aſſenſe of the truth and great- 


neſs of his character, that they might 


live in the firm belief and expectation 


of his ſecond coming, we ſhall not 


wonder at their not being. ſohcious about 
[noting the time of] incidents in their 
hiſtory; for this was a circumſtance that 
had little apparent tendency to produce 
that effeQ.” + 125 . 
= MY But 
preface to diſſert. p. vii. 
1 Obſervations on che harmony: p. 74. 
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1 148 J 
But you think that © there could 
have been no unbelievers left in Judea,” 
that ! hardly any degree of credulity 


could have ſtood out againſt the thou- 
ſands and ten thouſands of miracles that 


muſt have been wrought on the com- 
amon hy pothieſis: > or, © if the tendency 
of the miracles had been to exaſperate, 


that the reſentment of the Jewiſh rulers 
would have terminated in Jeſus's death 


long before.” Your reaſon is, that 
«. ſome very fhort periods of our Lord's 


miniſtry appear to have been very full 


of bufineſs: and from the manner in 
which the evangelifts deſcribe his uſual 
way of life, it ſhould ſeem that the great- 


eſt part of his time was thus fully em- 


lo ed. 
7 of Now : 


* 1 on the harmony, ſect. viii. 


+4 das T 


Now the evangeliſts ſhew tlfat there 


were large portions of * leiſure and re- 
treat in Jeſus's life; and, if we except 
the laſt week of it,. that he generally 
withdrew himſelf after its buſy + pe- 
riods, which indeed occur only four or 
hve: times. Enlarging the duration of 
Chriſt s miniſtry beyond a year is not 
multiplying his miracles: it is only diſ- 
tributing the ſame miracles through a 
more extended period: which is giving 


ſcope for wiſdom. to diſplay itſelf in oc- 


caſionally avoiding the notice, and ſof- 


* . wy 


7 John i IN. 22, Matth. xv. 21. Xvi. 13. John 
K. 40. xi. 54. ey : #641 

T. Mark i. 35. iv. 38. vi. 1. John vi. 15, Af- 
ter healing great numbers, and preaching the ſer- 


mon on the mount, he entered Capernaum, and 
went the next day to Nain. Luke vii. 1, 11. 
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11 
tening the reſentment; of enemies. And 
we may ceaſe to wonder at any degree 


of perverſe eppoſition and hardened in- 


credulity in the Jews, when we conſider 
the conduct of their“ forefathers in the 


wilderneſs, the infatuation of their rulers 


in aſcribing Jeſus's miracles to Satan, 


and the ne infidelity after the ef- 


fuſion of the ſpirit; when the apoſtles 


communicated extraordinary ſpiritual 


gifts to every believer, and thus multi- 


plied miracles exceedingly: 


But! © it + is more al to account 


for the prejudices of the apoſtles, and 
their ignorance of the true nature of 


Chriſt's kingdom, even at, and after our 


Lords 
® Acts vii. 51. 
+ Obſervations on harmony, p. 49. 


1 


1 


[ 153 
Lord death, on the ſuppoſition that his 
miniſtry was.of a hort, than that it was 
ofa long duration.” | 


It is true that the dulneſs andi igno- 


rance, the unbelief and hardneſs of heart, 


which appear in the Apoſtles, exceed 
what we might reaſonably expect, not- 
uithſtanding 
and. the. ſtrength of their. prejudices, 


their want. af. education 


But it is a. pleaſing reflection to. me that 


Jeſus contended with all this twice. the 
time which your hy potheſis aſſigna. We 


have here one inſtance among, many in 

which the weakneſs. and. fally of men 
ſeem extraordinary and aſtoniſhing: hut 
we have no. difficulty with refpe& to the: 


_ wiſdom and goodneſs of Gad. in hia c 
duct towards them. 
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I have faid that, from his bepeitin 


to whit may be ſuppoſed the ſecond 
Paſſover, John v. 1, Jeſus was ſo em- 


ployed in the great work of his miniſtry, 
that he went not up to any Jewiſh feaſt 
exceſſ that recorded * c. il. | 


Upon this you obſerve, „Now 1 ure- 
ly he who expreſsly ſaid, Matth. iii. 1 5, 


that it became him to fulfil all righteouſ- 


neſs, would not neglect ſo important a 
duty of a Jew. And if his miniſtry ' 
laſted three years and a half, he had 
furely time enough to attend to the pro- 


Per duties of it, without omitting others 
which were acknowledged to be of uni- 
verſal obligation. ' Beſides, his appear- 


ance at the public feaſts muſt have been 
| of 


8 Notes on harmony: p. 15. 


Fr 


of particu lar con ſctuence to the publi- 
cation of his credentials as the Meſſiah, 
and indeed of his preaching in general; 


becauſe every male Jew was obliged to 
attend all theſe feaſts, ſo that there would 
have been nobody left in the country, 
with whom he could exerciſe whatever 
it is that you. mean by the great work of © 
his miniſtry, but the women and children, . 


the old and the infirm. IDE 


Now John vii. 6, 8, we read that Je- 
ſus aligned a reaſon why he might ex- 
empt himſelf from attending the feaſt 
of tabernacles: My time is not yet come . 
My time is not yet fulfilled. His conduct 


might be defended on one of his own 
favourite maxims, 1 will have mercy and 
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* Letter: p. Xix. 
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SR 
wot ſacrifice for extending his miniſtry, 


© as to afford full means of conviction. 


to the Jews, was a Work of great mercy. 


And he who was greater than. the temple, 
and Lord of the ſabbath, had a principle 

to proceed on, peculiar to himſelf, And, 
I leave it to be conſidered. whether our 
Lord's procedure in this reſpect might 


not be partly deſigned to abate the re- 
verence which his. diſciples had for their 


hs, which * was about to aboliſh. 


Howe ever, I iy the chief fireſ on the 
reaſon inſinuated by Jeſus himſelf. It 


is expreſsly related that, the ſecond time 
Jeſus.« celebrated a feaſt at Jeruſalem dur- 


ing his miniſtry, the Jews * ſought. his 


life for healing on the ſabbath and call- 
* John v. if, 18. 


F 8. þ | 
ing God his father. They were not 
awed. and. convinced by a mot illuſtri- 
ous: miracle, but cavilled at a eircum- 
ſtance attending it: as. if he, to whom 
God. gave ſuch. extraordinary power, 
could want knowledge when. to exert it. 
And St. John, having mentioned the ap- 
_ proach of the. moſt folemn Jewiſh feſti- 
val, c. vr. 4, ſoon. after informs ns why 
Jeſus did not attend. it: And * | Feſus: 
Walked in Gulilre after theſe things : for he. 
would not walk in Judea, Hall. the I 
- Jaught Zo. ilk him. 


As you. Jab nw called my 
attention to this ſubject, I beg leave to 
ſtate my argument thus: It was not be- 
cauſe Jeſus had not otherwiſe ſufficient. 
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time to diſcharge the proper duses of his / 
' miniſtry, but for reaſons of expediency 
_ and prudence, that he did not ſtatedly 
go up to Jeruſalem x the four annual 
feſtivals : He knew what was in man; 
the ſecularity and narrow prepoſſeſſions 
of the Jewiſh rulers, and their inſidious 
and captious jealouſy when alarmed by 
the moſt indirect claims to the Meſſiah- 
ſhip : and he intermitted his attendance 
on thoſe feaſts which paſſed between 
John ii. 13, and c. v. 1, principally be- 
cauſe at thoſe ſeaſons he could not have 
exerciſed his office, and publiſhed his 
credentials as the Chriſt, with the ne- 
ceſſary degree of freedom and fortitude, 
without obſtruQing the courſe of his mi- 
mltry. 2 
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The goſpel hiſtory furniſhes a good 
general proof, that the malignity of the 
leading Jews could not have been truſted 
by a ſtrict compliance with the law, in 
keeping every feſtival which occurred 
during the whole of Chriſt's miniſtry. 
At the firſt paſſover, the Jewiſh rulers 

might be in ſuſpence about the nature 


of our Lord's character and kingdom; 
and might not take a deciſive part 


againſt him, as he had not yet fully 
declared himſelf. But having obſerved 


his conduct during his reſidence in 
Judea and Galilee, they found it wholly 


unſuitable to their worldly views: and 


having fought + his life at the ſecond 
national * which he attended, he 


avoided 
* John iv. 1. Luke V. 17. 
7 John v. 16, 18. 
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avoided. further danger til his miniſtry 
drew towards. a. cloſe.:. thus exemplify- 
ing his. own. rules, Zhen. they perſecute. 
_ you: in. one. diy, flee. into auather;,, and, 
Thaw. + ſhalt nat. tempt: the Lord, thy, Gad. 
We lkarn from the: geſpels how. neceſſary: 
this preeaution- was: for bath at the 


feaſt of: tabernacles ſix. months before his. 


death, and at the feaſt of dedication 
three months before it, he was cmpell- 
ed preſerve. his life by miracle: facts 
which ſtrongly illuſtrate his prudence in 
abſenting himſelf from other feſtivals, . 
as. L conclude. from the filence. of St. 
John, whe: ſeems en intent on 

relating 


| * Matth. X + 2 Jo 
. 


1 John viii. 59 x. 39. 
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relating. our, Lord's. actions at: Jeruſa- 


Vou lead me to obſerve further that! 
allowing the attendance of all the Jews 
at the national feaſts but the women and 
children, tlie old and: infirm, there ſtill 
muſt. have. remained in. Galilee number 
leſs fit objects of. our Lord's inſtructions, 
and eſpecially: of his beneficent miracles. 


Jam now. to: © caſt my. eye delibe- 
| ately over my own harmony, and con- 
ſider how very little of the goſpel hiſtory 
I include in the tranſactions of the firſt 
year of our Lord's public miniſtry. I. 
ſuppoſe him to work ſome miracles, 
not ſpecified, at Jeruſalem, and to diſ- 
VCC courſe 
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courſe with Nioodemus; to make diſ- 
ciples in Judea, but without ſpecifying 


either diſcourſes or miracles, in a reſi- 


dence of ſeverab months: I further 
make him travel through Samaria, cure 
the nobleman's ſon at Cana, preach one 
ſabbath at Nazareth, call Simon and 
Andrew, cure the Demoniac at Caper- l 
naum, a leper in the neighbouring 
country, and alſo a paralytic perſon, 
aud finally to call Matthew to attend 
him. This is all that is recorded: in 
the firſt year. I am to compare this 
with the bufineſs- which I throw into N 
the ſecond, and eſpecially the third 
year; and you cannot help thinking 
that the diſtribution will appear to my 
attentive conſideration exceedingly un- 


natural. The firſt events would ne- 


ceſſarily 


TS 

eeſſarily make the greateſt impreſſion 
on the minds of our Saviour's followers 
and hiſtorians, and ſubſequent tranſ- 
actions of a ſimilar nature would be 


thoſe that would be waſted over in ſi- 
lence. 2 


1 chuſe to abridge the early part of 


our Lord's miniſtry in my own words: 


but I ſhall begin with the: es firſt 
3 tranſaQtions. | 


After John had prepared the way 


before Jeſus by preaching the baptiſm | 
of repentance, and by proclaiming that 
one mightier than he ſhould come after 


him; after Jeſus's baptiſm, at which 
3 


Letter: p. xix, xx. 
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Jolin bare him witnefs, the. Spirit: of 


God: viſibly deſcended” on him, and a 
voice from heaven proclaimed: him the 
beloved Son of God, in whom he was 
well. pleaſed; and after. his miraculous 
fait and temptation, Jeſus. went to Beth- 
abara, received other illuſtrious teſti- 


monies both public and private) from 


the Baptiſt, was pointed out hy him: as 
the Lamb of God to twa of his diſciples, 
was eſteemed the Meſſiah by one of 


them, called Philip to attend him, gave 


2. proof to Nathamel of his more than 

human kn ledige, departed thenee into 
Galilee, and: wrought a miracle in Cana 
which cauſed. his diſciples to believe in 


him. 


+ 


It 


1 163 * 


It is proliebla that theſe are the events 
of about ſix months: ſo gradually doe 
our Lord's miniſtry, open. 


At the firſt paſſover our Lord: acted 
with the authority of a prophet- when 
be caſt the traders out of the temple, 
and uſed words by which in effect he 
called himſelf the Son af God. He con- 
vented many. by, his mizaeles,. and held 
a. conference! with a. Jewiſh- ruler in 


which, be. ſtiled: himſelf the Son of Mani 


only begotten Son of: God, hom lie ſent 
into the world to ſave it. After this he 
tarried ſome time in Judea with his 


diſciples; where: he converted and bap- 


tiſed many, and received: another: moſt 
folemn and en nn from Joh 
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tlie baptiſt. Upon John's impriſon- 
ment, he went into Galilee. On the 
way, he aſſerted his Meſſiahſhip to a 


Samaritan woman, continued two days 
among the Samaritans, and made many 
of them diſciples: During his journey 


he preached the goſpel of the kingdom 


of God, and his fame was ſpread through 


all the adjoining country. At Cana he 
| healed the ſon of a nobleman who lay 


fick at Capernaum : he then preached 
in the ſynagogues of Galilee, being glo- 


rified of all; and in particular he taught 
the inhabitants of Nazareth on the ſab- 
bath that an eminent prophecy of Ifaiah 


was fulfilled in hin. Then he dwelt 


at Capernaum; wrought a miracle when 
he called four apoſtles; taught and heal- 


ed a Demoniac in the ſynagogue, which 
ſpread 


= 


1 165 J 
ſpread his fame through the whole neigh- 
bourhood; reſtored. to health Peter's 


wife's mother; and in the evening cured 
all the fick who wer⸗ brought to him: 


at which time the Demoniacs, who were 


among the healed, - proclaimed him the 


Chriſt, the Son of God. After this he 


retired into the deſert, and there pray- 
ed. Simon and his companions, and 


the multitude, ſought him, and came 


unto him. Then Jeſus made a circuit 
about all Galilee, teaching and heal- 


ing the ſick. His fame went through 
all Syria, and they brought unto him 


all their ſick, and he healed them. Then 


he cured a leper in a certain city, who 


ſo publiſhed his fame that he could no 


longer enter openly into the city, but 
6 was witliout in deſert places. Then he 


returned 
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returned to Capernaum after ſome days, 
healed a paralytic, and called Mat- 
thew. 


This is the ſubſtance of all that is 
recorded between the firſt and ſecond 
paſſover; and I think that it amounts 
to:awvery full promulgation of the goſ- 
mel, and affords a very ſatisfactory _ 

<p its *** origin. 


1 muſt obſerve of theſe 'two periods, 
that, new as our Lord's miracles were, 
only * ſeven are ſpecially related; and 
that there are three + or four general 
clauſes 
® John ii. 1, &c. iv. 46, Kc. Luke v. 4, &c. 
Mark 1, 23, &c. 30, 31. 40, Se. an 4. 6. > 


John ii. 23. 8 Luke i iv. 40. Matth. iv. 
23, 24+ 


= 1. 
Glarifes which imply the performance of 
numberleſs others. Nay, in many 


places Jeſus is ſaid to have diſciples who 
attended on his perſon; and yet it is 
not -previoufly recorded that he called 
more than t one. So little do the evan- 


gelifts conform to your idea of detail- 
ing firſt events, and paſſing over in 
ſilence others of a fimilar nature. And 
indeed your remark that “ firſt events 


would genera y make the greateſt im- 


preſſion,“ is true only of eyewitneſſes: 
but it would be hard to ſhew that any 
one of the evangeliſts was a ſpectator of 

all the events in our Lord's miniſtry 
; | prior 


# John ii. 2, 11, 12. ü. 22. iii. 22. iv. 8, &c. 
+ John i. 43. 


1 Letter: p. Ai, xiz. b 
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Prior r to his call ® of the fo ur welle at 


the lake of Gennel; aret. 


But to return. If the buſineſs 4 1 


ſecond and eſpecially of the third year 


exceeds that of the preceding period, par- 
don me for affirming that this appears ex- 
tremely natural. Our Lord ſpoke and 
acted more openly as his miniſtry ad- 
vanced : he experienced more oppoſition 
from his enemies: he wrought more il- 
luſtrious miracles: he gave larger inſtruc- 
tions, both plainly and by parable: and 
it is obſervable that his diſcourſes and 
actions during the laſt week of his life 
bear a great proportion to che whole 
golpe! history. a ö 
Laſtly: 
Matth. iv. 18. | 


— 


1 


Laſily: Conſidering our Lord in ae 
whole extent of his character, I cannot 
but invert your words, and ſay ;. that 


three or four years ſeem a much more na- 
tural and r period for his publie 
n than one * year. - 


A long ſeries of prophecies had pre- 
ceded our Lord's coming, and every 
former diſpenſation had a manifeſt ſub- 

= . to his. He was uſhered into 

the with great magnificence; and 


a . yea and more than a pro- 


phet, went before him in the power and 
ſpirit of Elias. But on account of his 


humble birth and appearance, ſo con- 


trary to their preconceptions about the 
Meſliah's kingdom, the Jews were great- | 


= ly 
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Ew] 
ly alienated from him. And this alie- 
nation was encreaſed by jthe neceſſity 
which he was under to oppoſe the prac- 
tices and doctrines of the leading ſects, 


to reprove their vices, to light their 


traditionary obſervances, and, if poſ-' 
ſible, to weaken their ſcrupulous regard 

for Moſes's inſtitutions by performing 
beneficent miracles on the ſabbath. 
However, the fate of the Jewiſh people, 
whom God had ſo eminently diſtinguifh- 
ed, and at the proſpe& of whoſe de- 


ſtruction our Lord wept, depended on 


their admiſſion or rejection of the Meſ- 
ſah. And even thoſe who believed in 
Chrift, and the choſen few who attend- 
ed his perſon, were ſo ſtrangely igno- 


rant and prepoſleſſed, that no ſet of 


men could need to be more diſtinctly 
| and 


. 


1 ö 
and repeatedly taught and admoniſhed. 
Conſidering theſe circumſtances, a queſ= | 
tion may be raiſed, though it always 
become us to raiſe ſuch queſtions 
with the greateſt diffidence, whether it 
ſeems agreeable to our notions of the 
divine wiſdom and goodneſs that the 
means of ſuch important inſtruction and 
conviction ſhould be circumſcribed with- 
in the bounds of one year. 


on this ſuppoſition a ſingle day, ar” 
the diſtance of a place, will ſometimes 
be a matter of great conſequence in the 
narrative of our Lord's life : in many 
parts he muſt have appeared and vaniſh-- 
ed like a meteor ; and. their inhabitants 
might have ſaid, 


Oſtendunt nobis hunc tantum fata, 
neque ultra 


Eſſe ſinunt. . 


Lam] | 

It might alſo have been objected in all 

ages, that his miracles and doctrines had 
not been ſubjected to due ſcrutiny. 


The learned Dr. Benſon was 10 un- 
preſſed with the general idea here ſtated, 5 
that in his life of Chriſt I find him ex- 
preſling this ſentiment in four different 
Places. It was neceſſary that our 
Lord's miniſtry ſhould be of ſufficient 
length, that the attentive and well diſ- 
| poſed might have a fair opportunity to 

perceive how good and upright his life 
was; how complete his character; how 
veneratl]e and excellent his doctrine, 
and how fell and abundant the evidences 
thereof,” * © It was/fit that Jeſus's 
miniſtry ſhould continue for a ſufficient 
| length 


EY P. 139, 


[ 173 F 


length of time, to manifeſt what his 
life and doctrine were, and what the evi- 
dences of his divine miffion.” * © It 
was fit that his miniſtry ſhould laſt a 
ſufficient length of time, for making his 
doctrine known,.and ſetting before the 
eyes of men ſatisfactory evidences of his 
divine miſſion.” + © The miniſtry of 
Jeſus was to be of a ſufficient length, 
for manifeſting the ſublime and illuſtri- 
ous virtue of his life, and the evidences- 
of his divine t miſſion.” 


I ſhall now beg leave to cloſe this ad- 
dreſs with expreſſing my moſt ſincere 
wiſh that it may appear to you as per- 
feetly amicable as I delign it; and with 
BEE aſſuring. 


— 


P. 380. 
+ . 361. 
1 P. 376. 


„„ 


aſſuring you that, though we differ i 1 | 
ſome concluſions of greater importance 
than what I have now controverted, I 

am, with a full perſuaſion of your up- 
right intentions, and a high opinion of 
* 1 8 * | 


N Sir, 
your reſpectful 
humble Servant 
J) WILLIAM WATERFORD. 


Dublin. 
March 23. 1780. 
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See 1 7. 


) EADINGS of Mark ii. 1. in 


MSS. belonging to the library 5 
Trinity College, Dublin. 


1 8. A Greek MS. of ths tenth 


century : di M 
In Wetſtein n. 63. 


A. 4 21. A Greek MS. called codex 


Montfortii : 3; 2 in the 

text: in the margin, Ms. 

addend. eſt z, with a line 
drawn acroſs the words. 


Latin 


111 
Latin KISS. f 


A. 1. 1. Poſt dies. Donum Abbatis 
monaſterii Winchelcum- 


benſis, in agro Glouceſ- | 
trienſi. 


. 6 ' Poſt dies. A very ancient 
MS. faid to have belong- 
ed to Columbkille. It 
contains a grant of lands 
to the abbey of Kells from 
Melaghlin King of Meath, 
1152. 


A. 4. 8. Poſt dies. It contains Mark 
only. 


A. 4 5.1 Poſt dies. Said—wo be writ- 
ten by Columbkille, A. D. 
500. It belonged to Flan- 
nius, 


% 


. ü 


1 5 1 
nius, ſon of Malachias 
King of Ireland, A. D. 


916. 5 

A. 4. 14. Poſt dies. Said to be 800 

N years old. | 
G. 2, 13. Poſt dies, 5 

vii. 

A. 2. 2. Poſt dies | 
A. 4. 18, Poſtdies. In the margin vi, 
A. 4. 19. Poſt dies viii. . 

EO CPS 
I. Poſt dies N | 
A. 1. 3. Poft dies octo: a MS. con- 
” cordance. : 
j 83 


1 


=} 
. * , | Poſt dies oo. | 
Another MS. not | | 
claſſed. 4 


The Latin MSS. 1n the public a at 
St. Sepulchre's, Dublin, read: 


| Claſs ik. 16. Poſt dies viii. 
$f. I 7. Poſt dies oo. 
A 3. 5. 8. Poſt dies“ octo. 
| Sabbatieri and Blanchini deen me 
reading of poſt dies. | 


The printed editions vary. I ſhall 
only obſerve of them that the Complu- 
tenſian polyglot has poſt dies octo, and 
the other three palyglots poſt dies. 


ui Inſpection will convince any one that oo, 


or * is the reading of later MSS. 7 


A * R 4 


. read, preſumptions, 15 
cal han by no other name, 


P. 59, I. 3, from the bottom, dele 3: 


P. Jo, in the note, l. 5, 6, from the 
bottom, read, diſpenſe. 


